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At this season of the year—the season of publie docu- 
ments and other papers of much public interest—the 
duty of selecting matter for the Rrersrer is always la- 
borious, and sometimes unpleasant—the latter, because 
it oftentimes happens, that, after having expended much 
time and attention to the preparation or selection, other 
articles are very suddenly presented that would have 
been preferred, if sooner possessed—and considerable 
amounts of editorial, as well as of mechanical labor, are 
frequently lost;* but, as these things cannot be avoided, 
they must be submitted to. 

We have enough ‘‘stock copy”? on hand to fill several 
sheets, and a large quantity of other matter prepared for 
the press—the chief part of which will be presented with 
more than usual rapidity, through the aid of supple- 
mentary numbers and otherwise. An extra half sheet 
will be added to our next publication to make up a little 
of the ‘‘lee-way.” 

Several of the state legislatures have entered upon 
their annual sessions, within a few days—but a notice of 
their proceedings must be delayed. 

The president’s message was delivered to the express 
rider at Washington about 20 minutes past 12 o’clock, 
on Tuesday, and brought to Baltimore, thirty-six miles, 
in one hour and forty-two minutes, by Stockton and 
Stokes’ express—at 10 minutes past 2 o’clock the rider 
for the east passed down Market street, and arrived at 
Philadelphia, one hundred miles, at two minutes before 
8 o’clock—time from Washington to Philadelphia 7/ 
32m—distance 136 miles. And proceeding eastward at 
8 o’clock, the message was in New York at 2 o’clock, 
A. M. on Wednesday—the time from Washington being 
13h 40m.—distauce 225 miles—the roads heavy. 

A leading purpose of this work being the faithful pre- 
sentation and record of important publie papers, it is 
very seldom that we accompany their publication with 
general comments—though sometimes using the right 
that we have to make after-references to them as occa- 
sion requires. This rule has been particularly observed 
with respect to the annual messages of presidents of the 
United States, and other papers partaking of the same 
class of character—and, therefore, we shall only say, at 
the present time, that there is much matter for serious 
reflection and close remark, in president Jackson’s mes- 
sage of ‘Tuesday. 

The report of the board of health for the week ending 
on Monday last, shews 50 interments—10 of consump- 
tion, 3 of catarrh and 3 of bilious fevers, &c. but none of 
that fearful disease, the cholera—which appears to have 
entirely left Baltimore. 

The cholera was very bad at Trinidad—about 50 dying 
weekly, in a population of 10,000. 

The venerable Dr. Stone bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal church in Maryland, was engaged, on Mon- 
day last, to consecrate a new church a few miles from 
Baltimore, situate on or near the Susquehannah rail road 
—but previous to starting from the depot, had the misfor- 
tune to tread ona small stone, which turned under his 
foot, and precipitated him down the embankment, where- 


by his leg was broken above the ancle, and one of his 


arms much injured. All possible kindness and attention 
was immediately paid to him by his friends that were to 
have accompanied him on the occasion. 


oe 


A very important judicial decision concerning the po- 
litical state of the Indian tribes, has been made in Ten- 


nessee—which, also presents, so far as we recollect, a 
new view of the relations of this people to the states in 
which their habitation is fixed. See page 221. 

The eclipse of the sun took place on Sunday last, as 
predicted by the astronomers. ‘The sky was clear—and we 
shall soon have accounts of the observations of scientific 
men, who had prepared themselves to observe it. The 
*‘National Intelligencer”? remarks, that ‘*the moon’s sha- 
dow will not again fall on any inhabited part of the Unit- 
ed States for the long space of thirty years!” 

Though personally prevented from a participation in 
the opening of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road to Har- 
per’s Ferry on the 10th inst. we had prepared, from the 
daily papers, an account of that very important proceed- 
ing. It must be deferred. We shall only add, that the 
excursion was every way pleasaut—and successful; the 
locomotive engines, on the east or west side of the in- 
clined planes, working beautifully; the distance, 82 miles, 
was made in a little over six hours. There was no hur- 
ry! 

“The wonder of the power of the locomotive Arabian, 
is shewn in the fact—that she has trained over the planes 
(one of whieh is about three-fourths of a mile long, with 
an average acclivity of two hundred and sixty-four feet 
| to the mile), her tender and two cars loaded with passen- 
gers—on another oceasion, she trained her tender and 
two burthen cars, the weight and loading of the three 
being 114 tons, at the rate of ten miles an hour! The 
like of this, we believe, has never before been performe 
ed, and it may be said to form an epoch in the use of 
steam power. 


It will be recollected that one of the locomotives made 
by Mr. Charles Reeder, of this city, for the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road, lately exploded when on trial, where- 
by the engincer was killed. Mr. Reeder has published a 
long statement on this subject—and rendered it quite 
plain, as we think, that this accident happened by suffer- 
ing the water in the boiler to get too low, and from 
screwing the safety-valve down so that it was impossible 
for the steam to escape! ‘The latter, seems to have been 
the immediate cause of the explosion. The engineer had 
served a regular apprenticeship to steam engine building, 
and was considered altogether competent to work one, 
being also, a very worthy man—but, in an unguarded mo- 
ment, committed the fatal mistake that cost him his life. 
The engine had performed excellently well—training 
twenty heavily loaded cars over the worst curves and 
highest elevations of the road to Ellicott’s mills, with ap-« 
parent ease. 

Having mentioned the explosion—justice to Mr. Ree- 
der demands this noiice of his statement. 


oo 


Col. Cruger, civil engineer, has made a detailed re- 
port as to the ‘‘*general features” of a rail road from Sa- 
vannah to Macon, in Georgia, which, from the success 
that has attended the Charleston and Hamburg rail road, 
in South Carolina, will, no doubt, be speedily commenc- 
ed. The actual line of the road will probably be about 
210 miles, in the best selection of the best ground—the 
summit 550 feet above tide. For 100 miles from Savan- 
nah, the ascent is only at the rate of two feet per mile, 
the soil is easily removed, and the deepest excavation, 
except for a very short distanee, will not exceed 15 feet 
—and further on, for 25 miles, the deseent will be 12 
feet per mile, and, for a small part of the route, 20 or 25 
feet per mile. ‘The most expensive part of the road will 








' *Many articles, (not being those for record only) that are en- 
tirely proper for insertion one week, lose that propriety in the 


long keeping of them for another. 


be in the neighborhood of Macon, and there an inclined 
plane may be necessary. ‘The time on the road, when 
made, is rated at 12 hours, and the whole, it is thought, 





great advantage over those published weekly, in this respect. 


Vout. XLVII—Sie. 15. 


The daily papers have a 





may be made for $2,000,000. Materials, especially of 
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wood, are abundant on the proposed line of the road. 
We hope the Georgians will—‘‘go a-head.” 

A writer in the ““New York American” has a project 
for travelling from New York to New Orleans by the 
following route—to Charleston 650 miles, in 90 hours; 
to Savannah 90 miles, 12 hours; to the Forks of Black 
Creek 210 miles, 30 hours; to the Suwanne river 50 miles, 
12 hours; to New Orleans 500 miles, 72 hours—total 
1,500 miles and 216 hours, or 9 days. ‘The whole dis- 
tance, except in part over the Florida peninsula, to be 
performed in steamboats. 

The following is a simple statement of actual opera- 
tions in the currency of local banks: 

About a month since, a gentleman of Connecticut call- 
ed at the office of the Register to pay five dollars on 
account of this work. He offered a $20 bill of the Pha- 
nix bank of Hartford, and received a $5 Philadelphia 
bank note, and one of $10, of the bank of the Valley of 
Virginia—with the remark, that the latter was ‘‘better 
phere] than his own,”’ though a par note would have 

sen given, had it been athand. ‘The $20 note received 
was sold at 14 per cent. discount, by us—or at a loss of 
30 cents on the $5 received. But the gentleman, carry- 
ing the Valley note home, could not dispose of it at less 
than eight per cent. discount, and returned it last week. 
We sent him a bill on a Hartford bank, directly obtained 
in exchange for the note which he had trausmitted, with 
74 cents in our favor for such exchange, at the broker’s 
rates, which however was waived—with the information, 
that, though there was } per cent. charged on the ex- 
change on such Valley notes, they answered all our pur- 

oses of money, unless to meet payments in our banks. 
iig-The Valley notes, except of a few of the offices, are 
received, in small sums, by our banks, from their cus- 
tomers, ‘he note alluded to, however, was one of the 
rejected offices, and subjcet to 3 per cent. for ‘*bank mo- 
ney;” but both the Ilartford bank notes, and that of the 
Valley of Virginia were exactly as good, at home, as the 
new gold coins. 

There is no reason to expect that this state of things 
will be improved—but rather rendered worse than it is, 
in the multiplication of the local banks; and we are 
threatened with a “legion” of them—many just now 
going into operation. 

The loeal currencies of the country promise to be 
about as troublesome and oppressive as are those of the 
pitiful sovereign states of Germany—where, at every 
stage, as it were, there is a new tariff of exchange. It 
will be many years before this is corrected, if ever; the 

resent amount of the gold coinage is less than 25 cents 
in value for each person in the United States; and, if it 
were all collected at one spot, would not satisfy the bu- 
siness of a single day, in the city of New York, when 
things are lively. 

From the Baltimore and Washington rail road we learn 
that the authorities of Anne Aruidel county, with the 
owners of the shantces, were busy in pulling down these 
miserable and filthy dwellings—and, that out of several 
hundred of them, not more than 10 remained. The Irish 
laborers had chiefly retired either to Baltimore or Wash- 
ington. A large stable, near the Waterloo Inn, had been 
burnt down, as believed, by some of them yet lurking in 
the neighborhood;* and an unpleasant incident occurred 
at the bridge at Elk Ridge Landing on Sunday last, when 
a party of the laborers attempted to force a passage with- 
out the payment of toll. It appears, (from his own state- 
ment), that the toll-gate keeper had been frequently 
threatened with the loss of his life, and by one of the 

arty then present—and, in consequence, had prepared 
imself to defend it; and that, when some of the party 





*Since the preceding was written, we have the following let- 
ter in the Baltimore Gazette, dated Waterloo, December 3— 

‘‘Outrages have not ceased upon this road—last night (‘Tues- 
day) between 8 and 9 o’clock, a stable belonging to Edward 
Jess, a short distance from this place, was destroyed by fire, 
together with two valuable horses, which constituted nearly all 
his wealth. He is an American, is sober and industrious, has 
been working upon the road, but has fallen under the displea- 
sure of the other laborers, and the consequeuce is that his pro- 

rty has been sacrificed to gratify private malice . 

“The workinen appear to be removing as fast as possible.” 





a 
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advanced upon him, he drew a pistol, which immediate. 
ly after and undesignedly, went off, and discharged it. 
self into the body of one of the men, who was seriously 
injured, but hoped not to be mortally wounded, and said 
now to be recovering. It was thereupon reported that the 
bridge would be fired—perhaps falsely; but arrange. 
ments were promptly made to protect it. 

Another meeting of the noobie of Anne Arundel coun. 
ty was held at Waterloo on ‘Tuesday last—at which, atter 
certain other proceedings, (a notice of which might in- 
volve us in explanations that we have not room for at the 
present season, and they are not material to the genera] 
facts as to the outrageous conduet of the laborers &e.) 
it was resolved, that the stand taken on the 26th should 
be maintained and enforecd; which amounts to this— 
that the citizens will expel, by force, if necessary, the 
class of laborers alluded to, from the line of the road 
passing through their county, on the plea of self-preser- 
vation of their own lives and properties. 

Such is the present state of things. We know nothing 
of the result of the examinations had of the 300 persons 
arrested and sent to the jail in this city—except that ma- 
ny have been permitted to return to their families, some 
of whom, it is stated, are very anxious to separate them- 
selves from the mass who worked on the section of the 
voad on which the outrages were committed. It has been 
a hard case on the innocent—but so it is in all cases of 
force. ow few of the hundreds of thousands who have 
perished in battle, had any personal matter in the causes 
of war? 

We hope that our brethren of the daily press are well 
paid, (and surely they ought to be for the assaults that 
they make on the patience of their readers), for the dis- 
gusting aud mercenary puffs with which they abound, as 
to the rival pretentions of certain never-to-be-rivalled fo- 
reigners in the art and mystery of teaching persons to 
write. We have had puffs cnough to fill all the sails of a 
ship of the line, 

There is no article of food that we are quite so “par- 
ticular” about, as in having good family bread;and, on that 
account, purchase the best flour that the market affords, 
respecting also its color, that the eye, as well as the pa- 
late, may be gratified; and only use what is ealled **fa- 
mily flour,”? a quality that is almost exclusively manu- 
factured for home consumption—very little of it being 
exported. It generally sells for about 20 per cent. more 
than the ‘superfine flour”? of commerce. And, haying 
at this time, an admirable maker and baker of bread— 
we generally have it as nice and as fine and as sweet, as 
any that is prepared for the tables of kings—and all per- 
sons in the family eat just as much of it as they please, 
and when they please. 

We have looked with much interest to Mr. WMathan 
Tyson’s invention for the preservation of flour, by dry- 
ing it immediately after being ground—the process for 
which we have more than once noticed; for flour is the 
most important staple of our country, and, especially, 
of the middle and western states, though the foreign 
export is notlarge. But this exportis of much moment 
in fixing a money-value on the whole quantity that is 
made for sale—and our notions of political economy lead 
us to believe, that high prices for labor and all the pro- 
ducts of the soil, when brought about by demand, (not by 
scarcity of supply), are always advantageous to the mass 
of the people. Hence the particular interest that we have 
felt in the invention alluded to—which, it is ascertained, 
will preserve the sweetness of flour for years, in the 
most unfavorable climates—even near to, or under, the 
line. 

But it has been intimated, that the drying process 
might have some tendency to diminish the liveliness of 
bread made out of such flour. We could not see any 
reason why this result ought to happen, and resolved to 
test the truth of it. To the cook referred to, 6 Ibs. of 
the best family flour, and 6 Ibs. of Tyson’s dried flour, 
were weighed out—and, under directions, each parcel 
and at the same time, was made up in the same way, 
using yeast from the same vessel, and then deposited in 
the same tray, handled in the same manner, baked in the 





same oven, and at the same heating of it, &c. and this 
bread being ‘‘done,” each pareel was immediately 
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weighed: the lot from the “family flour” gave 9 Ibs. of 
bread, that from the dried flour 9 lbs. 8 oz. ‘I hese ope- 
yations were carefully performed, aud, we think, that 
the experiment was made with all reasonable accuracy. 

On the ensuing day—(tor we prefer the use of ‘ripe 
bread”), slices from cach parcel were placed on the 
breakfast table; and both found to have the same Lght- 
ness, moisture aud sweeiness—the general quality of 
either being as good as any man could desire it. A 
shade in the color was the only discernable difference 
between them—but it was only a shade; not more than 
equal, if equal to the difference in cost of the two parcels 
of flour, adinitting that what is pleasant to the eye only, 
jias a value in it. 

These facts, so ascertained, have entirely convineed 
us—that, while Mr. Tyson’s invention insures the pre- 
servation of flour for years, in the most unfavorable cli- 
mates, as has been abundantly proved—it has no injuri- 
ous effect on the quality of the bread made out of it; and 
it appears also, that the weight lost by the drying of the 
flour, is regained in the dread—being more than 16 Ibs. 
“on the barrel, or eight per cent. over Hour manufactured 
in the usual way. 

It is true, that one experiment does not establish a 
rule in a matter like this—some unknown peculiarity 
may have produced the results stated; and it becomes 
those who feel an interest in this subject to make expe- 
riments for themselyes—whether in relation to private 
pecuniary considerations, or a more generous and lofty 
motive to promote the common good of our country. 

Snow Hill, the capital of Worcester county, Mary- 
land, was almost totally destroyed by a fire on the 28th 
ult. which broke out in a carpenter’s shop, and every 
house in the central position of the town was speedily 
reduced to ashes—including the court house, (the valua- 
ble papers deposited in it being saved), both the taverns, 
and all the stores, two excepted. It is not particularly 
stated how many houses were consumed, but it is sup- 
posed that the loss of property exceeds 100,000 dollars; 
and many worthy persons, iat had been in comfortable 
circumstances, were rendered houseless, pennyless and 
without food, 

‘r$-I[mmediately after the receipt of this disastrous in- 
telligence, a public meeting of the people of Philadel- 
phia was called by a number of kind hearted individuals, 
to gather ways and means for the partial relief of the suf- 
fering inhabitants of Snow Hill. As yet, Baltimore has 
made no movement on this subject. 

Among others, the two following objections were pre- 
fered against Mr. Lawrence, recently elected a member 
of congress from the city of Boston by a majority of 
nearly 3,000 votes: 

ist. “That he is not an ‘‘educated” man! 

2d. That one of Mr. Clay’s sons is employed in his 
counting house and store! 

We do not know whether Mr. Lawrence is an “edu- 
cated”? man, or a self-taught man—but venture to say a 
more geutlemanly one, or a better business man, never 
entered the halls of congress—and he is of that valuable 
class of persons that are so much needed, and so rarely 
found, in legislative bodies. ‘The talkers in congress are 
as ‘plenty as blackberries,” but the workers few. 

Another charge was preferred against Mr. L. that he is 
rich—the builder of his own fortune, by an honest and in- 
telligent application to business; which latter, probably, 
was the reason why Mr. Clay placed a son under his 
charge. We do not think that a better one could be easily 
assigned! But Mr. L. fully partakes of that lofty liberality, 
in money matters and all others, which so much distin- 
guishes the enlightened and wealthy gentlemen of the 
east; who do a great work while other people are calcu- 
lating it—though calculation is supposed particularly to 
belong to the Yankee character. 

The following is a fine specimen of the true spirit. 
The ** Knickerbocker” says— 

When Louis XIV, according to Spence, found that all his 
persecutions of the Protestants were ineffectual, as to recover- 
ing any number of them to the church, he sent for archbishop 
Fenelon, who had always thought persecution for religion im- 
politic as well as uncliristian—complained to him of the obsti- 





nacy of the Hugenots—aud said he would have him go down, 


and try whether he could convert them with his preaching 
“Phat I will with all my heart, sire,” replied the archbishop, 
“if you will be so good as to call off your dragoons; for tis 
they that drive them so much fartier trom us.?? 

seven of the crew of the anda, a Spanish slaver, who 
committed a vile act of piracy on the Mexican, an Ame- 
rican vessel, and were captured by a British vessel of war 
on the African coast and sent to the United States for trial, 
have been found guilty at Boston. ‘They were tried be- 
fore the circuit court of the United States, judge Story 
presiding. We have laid off some particulars of this case, 
with a notice of the charge of the judge, for insertion. 

A beautiful instanee of the sympathy of exalted minds 
is given in the following extract from the eulogy upon 
Mr. Grimke. | Boston paper. 

**As an instance of the sympathy existing between great and 
good men, and as an interesting contribution to our friend’s 
biography. it may be worth while to mention the following cir- 
cuimstance: About six years ago, and soon after he had enjoy- 
ed several interviews with the most original and fascinating 
writer On morals in our country—(Dr. Channing)—Mr. Grimke 
informed a member of one of these societies, that in conse- 
quence of his conversations with that distinguished gentleman, 
he had felt a strong desire to do something which might benefit 
the great body of his fellow citizens. Itso happened that our 
informant, being soon aficr in company with the same admired 
author in Boston, was both pleased and surprised at hearing 
him, also, voluntarily remark, that since his interviews with Mr. 
Grimke, the inquiry was constantly pressing on his own mind, 
what shall be done to elevate and improve the character of 
Americans? Thus did these two philanthropic spirits, with the 
humility and simplicity that belong to true greatness, acknow- 
ledge the warmth and light which each borrowed from the other, 
while unconscious of imparting it themselves.”? 


A great fraud has been discovered in England. Large 
quantities of the congo or black tea, by a chemical pro- 
cess, has been changed to green, sold as green tea, and 
used as green tea. This is worse than wooden nut- 
megs, for the fraud would be discovered in the using of 
them. But Jonathan’s fraud being a thing to be laughed 
at, isalways freshly remembered; whereas the wickec- 
ness of John’s makes the public desirous of forgetting it 
as soon as possible, 


A late number of the Jtaleigh, (N.C.) Register has 
the following dazzling intelligenee— 

“We learn by a private letter, that at Reed’s mine, in Cabar- 
ris county, Where the famous lump of 28 pounds of gold was 
found many years ago, being the first discovery of gold in this 
state, several very large pieces have just been discovered. One 
of the pieces weighed 13 Ibs. In one day 20 Ibs. were found, 
and on the next 10 Ibs. and the search was continuing.” 

This news is the more agreeable, for the reason that 
our new gold coins have suddenly disappeared—though 
pretty plentifully exhibited a month or two ago. 


The official returns of the late census of Michigan is 
viven as follows, in the Detroit Journal of the 14th ult, 


Population in 1834, Population in 1830, 

Wayne 17.993 6,787 
Oakland 13,927 4,910 
Washtenaw 14,924 4,042 
Macomb 6,004 2,414 
St. Clair 2,244 1,114 
Monroe 8.542 3,185 
Lenawe 6,939 1,491 
Hillsdale 597 
Branch 764 
St. Joseph 3,168 1,313 
Berrien 1,782 
Cass 3,278 1,249 
Jackson 1.868 
Calhoun 1,767 

83,797 26,505 


The county of Kalamazoo, is yet to be heard from—we learn 
that it numbers about 3,000 inhabitants, which will make the 
aggregate population of the counties in the peninsula amount 
to about 87,000, making an increase since 1830, of over 60,000 
souls. In 1830 the population of the upper counties (Michili- 
macinac, Chippewa, Brown, Crawford and lowa), amounted to 
5,191. ‘The ratio of increase will not be as great in these coun- 
ties as in those of the peninsula. 

These are all free persons. The increase in four years 
is extraordinary, even in the west. This territory must 
now be admitted into the union, asa state. Arkansas 
will, probably, come next. 
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The Philadelphia “‘Commercial Herald” says— 

The following statement exhibits the value of the imports and 
duties that have accrued to the government, for the three first 
quarters of 1834, at the port | ee 














Value. Duties. 
Ist quarter $2,458,810 $797,316 23 
2d =—s do. 2,817,697 594,638 10 
3d ss do. 3,690,131 1,007,488 22 
$8,966,638 #2,399,442 35 
1834. 
Ist quarter $2,933,404 $570,758 47 
2d do. 3,183,567 603,951 32 
3d do. 2,175,178 572,928 2} 
$8,292,149 $1,747,638 00 


The following statement shows the quantity, as well as the 
value of the coffee imported into the port of Philadelphia, for 
the three first quarters of the year 1834, or from January Ist, to 
September 30th, inclusive: 





lhs. Value. 
First quarter 2,625,837 $265,760 
Second do. 2,335,556 245,466 
Thisd do. 893,659 86 ,838 
Total 5,854,659 $598,064 


During the same period there have been 44,388 packages of 
tea imported into this port. 


Good news for the ‘‘Western Reserve’”—from the 

Conneaut (Ohio) Gazette: 
Washington, October 27, 1834. 

Dear sir: The commissioner of the general land office, being 
satisfied the Connecticut Reserve contains 3,366,921 acres of 
Jand, the quantity stated in my letter to him of the 28th of July 
last, has given instructions to the several land offices in Ohio, 
that the quantity of land to be selected under the act of 19th of 
July last, grauting land to the Reserve for sehools, is 37,758 
acres, instead of 27,5654 acres. 

The correction of this error gives to the Reserve 10,192! acres 
more land than it would have received under his first instruc- 


tions. Very respectfully yours, E. WHITTLESEY. 
O. H. Knapp, esq. 


ad 


The equinoctial storm of September 29, was very vio- 
lent in parts of Louisiana. The gale of wind and rain 
was fearful. It forced atide up the Mermentau that 
passed over the highest part of the inhabited ridge, at 
the depth of fourteen feet—whereby several dwelling 
houses, and many other buildings, with the cattle and 
crops, &c. &c. were cither swept away cr exceedingly 
injured. ‘The Louisiana Sentinel of the 25th Oct. says— 

All of Messrs. Philips’ fumilies, sizleen in number, were lost, 
except one little girl, who was at Mr. King’s at the time. Mr. 
Young’s family who were on the upper floor of the house, 
were carried three quarters of a mile to an island of timber 
where the house was dashed to pieces, and eight of them sue 
ceeded in holding to the drift and timber, while the others, five 
in number, perished. Mr. Don Louis lost his wife, child and 
servant, but saved his little son and himself by climbing. Mr. 
Glaze, the father of Mr, Don Louis, who happened to be ona 
visit at the house of his son at the time, lost a son, but succeed- 


ed in saving himself and a daughter, by accidentally seizing the 
bough of a tree and climbing. 

Mr. King and Mr. Patterson, adjacent neighbors, saved their 
families, but with much difficulty. Thus they lost every com- 
fort of life. Henee the unfortunate survivors, twenty-four in 
number, are in a lamentable situation, destitute of home and 
food, having not even a change of apparel to cover their ex- 
hausted bodies. It is therefore, hoped that the friends to hu- 
manity will contribute to alleviate the distress of the suffering 
survivors, as their trials are unparalleled. Contributions will be 
received by Mr. James M. Moore, in Vermillionville, acting as 
agent for the distressed. 


By a single mail, we reecived accounts of the doings 
of three young girls, as follows— 

1. Lydia Powell, a cheerful and apparently contented 
girl, resident at Mannington, New Jersey, having array- 
ed herself in all her finery, and dressed her hair with 
extraordinary attention, fixed a rope round her neck and 
hanged herself, in the most deliberate and effectual man- 
ner. 

A pretty Swiss girl at New York, apparently an artless 
and very innocent person, named Marianna Duncommon, 


has been arrested on very strong charges of coldly caleu- 
Jated and extensive robberies: and 


A very neat and prim Jrish girl, in the same city, named 
Bridget McGowan, has been arrested for similar offen- 
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ces, under similar circumstances. She was gloriously 
dressed, in the property of others, when seized by the 
officer; and much valuable property was found at her 
lodgings. 

But the police court of New York is filled with such 
creatures, male and female—chiefly foreigners. It is the 
great ‘‘asylum”’ of such as these. 


-—— 


We have London advices, via New York, as late as the 


1ith of last month—but can only mention the chief things 
noticed in them. 


The demand for cotton was lively, and the price had 
further advanced—boweds 84@,10d. Alabamas and Ten- 
nessces 84@,10}, New Orleans 83@11, Brazillian 114@, 
14, Egyptian 155@)16, Surat 63@7r4, &e. 

The French cabinet has been completely broken up— 
all the ministers but one had resigned. The cause is not 
clearly stated, but seems to have been in a refusal of the 
king to indemnify some persons imprisoned for political 
offences. It is probable that Soult would be at the head 
of the uew ministry. 


‘The Spanish ministry was also ina state of complete 
disorganization, and ‘Toreno had been ordered to form a 
new one. 


‘The war in Spain goes on, as heretofore. Mina had 
not yet taken the command of the army in the north, 
There is a statement that the Carlists had obtained a 
great victory. 


it is officially reported, as the opinion of the commit- 
tee, that the late conflagration of the British parliament 
houses was caused by accident. 


Multiplied acts of incendiarism were happening in 
England. 


A large Russian foree has been totally ronted by the 
Cireassians, bordering on the Cancasus.. They killed 
thousands of the soldiers, and captured 100 ammunition 
wagons and many pieces of artillery. 

Serious disturbances prevail in the districts of Jerusa- 
lem and Naploise, in Syria, between the Egyptians and 
the people. 

LETTER FROM MR. CLAYTON, 
To the people of the state of Delaware. 

FeL_tow cirizens: At the elose of the last congress, I 
should have published my desire not to be considered a candi- 
date for re-election to the senate of the United States, but for 
the extraordinary position then occupied by the exeeutive, in 
relation to the senate. The president, by his protest against 
the senate’s resolution of the 27th of March bast, virtually ap- 
pealed to the people of the several states, and invoked their 
condemnation of a vote which then had, and still has, my hear- 
ty concurrence and approbation. I had joined with those who 
declared that in their judgment the then recent proceedings of 
the executive in regard to the public revenue, were in deroga- 
tion of the constitution and laws of the country. My senatori- 
al term) was about to expire, and the executive protest tender- 
ed to the people who had the right to judge me a direct issue as 
to the propriety of my vote. My name was recorded on the 
journals of the senate as a supporter of the resolution which in- 
curred his censure, and was registered on his protest in con- 
junction with those of all the others whom that strange official 
paper denounced. Under such cireumstances I thought it un- 
worthy of me to shun the trial which he desired, and contend 
only by substitute for the principles which had governed my of- 
ficial conduct. 1 thought it due to him as well as to myself 
and still more to the people, to stand at the post which was the 
object of his assault, meet the question which he had raised and 
abide the determination of the tribunal to which he had appeal- 
ed. Had I then announced the desire which I had long felt, 
to retire from public tile, I might have been regarded as a re- 
creant to the political faith with which I entered your service, 
and with which, by the blessing of God, I will live and die. 

The question between us is now decided—decided by the only 
authority before which I will bow, or to which [ have ever 
been amenable, the authority of the free citizens of Delaware. 
Two-thirds of each branch of her legislature are avowedly op- 
posed to the principles of the administration, having been on 
that ground elected by the people on the 11th day of this month, 
and they are men who no machinery of the executive can In- 
fluence or control. I am, ard under other circumstances, I 
should have been uninfluenced in my present course by the de- 
terminations of other states. If the current of executive power 
in other sections of the country instead of being resisted as it 
has been, had set onward like the Pontic sea which knows no 
retiring ebb, still true to the interests and principles of the 
state, I should have been as anxious to represent her, had 
other considerations permitted it, as if she had been sustained 
by the whole nation. But now after five years of public ser 


vice, during the greater part of which I have been neceasarily 
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absent from home, finding that the post which [am about to 
leave will be occupied by a successor of the same political 
principles, [ teader you, my fellow citizens, my grateful ac- 
knowledgments for that support whieh through my whole term 
of service has never deserted me, and desire to relinquish pub- 
lic office. As your legislature will not meet till the month of 
January, [ hold it to be due to yeu to remain in the senate un- 
til your immediate representatives can have an opportunity of 
selecting my successor. JOHN M. CLAYTON, 

Dover, Del. Noo. 24, 1834, 

The amount of this, (‘tas we understand it’’) is no more 
than that Mr, Clayton will decline a re-election, at the meeting 
of the legislature of Delaware. This proceeding, we think, will 
be, (for so it ought!) regretted by the good men, of all parties, 
in the senate—honoring talents and respecting private worth, 
rather than party.] 

“THE TREASURY CIRCULAR.” 

A good deal has been said in the public papers with relation 
to the following circular, and hence, probably, its official publi- 
cation in the ‘‘Globe.’? While the one party respects it not 
only inoffensive in its character, but as affording much accoin- 
modation to public officers and others—the opposing party re- 
gards it making each land office a sort of a bank, and as a con- 
fession that the experiment on the currency has utterly failed. 

Treasury department, Aug. 6th, 1834. 

Sir: For the mutual accommodation of the public officers 
and creditors in your neighborhood, and of yourself, and the 
treasury department, [ propose, hereafter, to direct warrants in 
their favor, to yourself, for payment, when desired by them. 

It will be in your power, also, before a warrant is obtained 
by them, and whenever you have confidence in their honesty 
and solvency, to take an assignment or draft, by them, in your 
favor, of their supposed claim on the treasury—to pay its 
amount, and on its being forwarded here, to receive a warrant 
in your own behalf, for the sum due. All the warrants paid in 
the manner first stated, or received in your own name, will be 
ample vouchers, in your behalf, on a settlement of your ac- 
counts—and, in this way, the officers and creditors of the go- 
vernment, will often be saved travel and expense; you will 
have to make less frequent deposites, and at less hazard, as the 
balance on hand to be deposited at the end of each month, will 
probably, in this way, become considerably reduced; and the 
department will have the satisfaction of obliging others, through 
its own officers, without increasing, sensibly, the risk or labors 
of any. ; 

You will please to notify such public officers and creditors as 
live near you, of the existence of this arrangement, in order 
that they may, if convenient and agreeable, take advantage of 
its benefits. I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, secretary of the treasury. 

Receiver of public moneys at 

P. S. You will take receipts on the bottom of the warrants 
paid, and return the warrants and receipts to this department 
monthly. 





The “National Intelligencer’? on inserting the preceding, 
frays— 

This circular, as published, (there may be another), does not 
make the checks of disbursing officers receivable at the land 
Offices. There is no doubt, however, of their being so receiva- 
ble; by what authority we shall know soon after congress 
meets. The fact that they do circulate, because placed on that 
fvoting (of being land office money) is certain. There are such 
checks issued by agents on the Cumberland road for amounts 
less than a dollar; and one of those very checks, as a curiosity, 
is in possession of a gentleman now in this city, 

1 OB Been 
IMPORTANT DECISION IN TENNESSEE. 

By the following article, taken from the Nashville Republi- 
can, it will be seen thata decision has recently been made in 
one of the courts of the state of Tennessee, which has au im- 
portant bearing on questions of a like nature depending in one 
of the states adjoining Tennessee: 

From the Nashville Republican. 

By the following extract from the Athens Journal of Novem- 
ber 12, it will be seen that the act passed by the legislature at 
its session in 1833, extending the jurisdiction of Tennessee over 
the territory of the Cherokee Indians, has been pronounced by 
one of our circuit judges unconstitutional and void. An appeal 
was taken, in the nature of a writ of error, lo the supreme 
court. 

Judicial. The circuit court for this county, judge Keith pre- 
siding, adjourned last Saturday, after a session of two weeks. 

During the term, the case of the state against James Foreman 
and Anderson Springston, indicted for the murder of John Wal- 
ker, jr. came on, to be determined by the court, on the plea of 
the defendants, in bar to the indictment, alleging that they, as 
well as the said Walker, were native born citizens of the Che- 
rokee nation; that the offence charged in the indictment, if 
committed at all, was committed within the limits of the Che- 
rokee territory, and beyond the rightful jurisdiction of the state 
of Tennessee. ‘I'o this plea the attorney general put in a de- 
murrer, and the question was argued by Messrs. Attorney Ge- 
neral Frazier, Gillespy and Brazeale, on behalf of the state, and 
Measrs. Jarnagin, Churchwell and Rolls, on behalf of the de- 
fendanta, with great ability, on both sides, if we had a finger in 
it ourself, 








The arguments being gone through, the court delivered its 
opinion, sustaining the plea, and overruling the demurrer; de- 
ciding, as we understood his honor, that the Cherokee, though 
not a sovereign, independent nation, were, nevertheless, a na- 
tion, so recognized by ail the treaties made with them—that the 
individuals composing this nation were not citizens or members 
of the states, but members of a separate community—that the 
Cherokees, if they ever were sovereign, had lost their sove- 
reignty by acknowledging the protection of the United States— 
that they had passed under the dominion of the United States, 
but not of the states in their separate capacity—that they were 
not subject to the legislation of the states, but to the legislation 
of congress. His honor, furthermore, decided the act of the le- 
gislature, extending the jurisdiction of the state over the Indian 
territory, to be unconstitutional and void, because of its being 
partial in its terms, and not a general and uniform law of the 
land. 

From this decision the attorney general took an appeal, in the 
nature of writ of error, to the supreme court. 


= 1 8 B Bene 


LEGISLATURE CF NORTH CAROLINA, 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
[The strictly local parts omitted.] 

To the general assembly of the state of North Carolina: 

GENTLEMEN: The gratification which it always affords me to 
Witness the assemblage of the immediate representatives of the 
people, is greatly heightened, upon the present occasion, by 
the peculiar circumstances under which you have convened. 
Although we have neither, as an independent state, nor as 
one of the constituent parts of a great nation, attained the 
highest degree of prosperity and happiness within our reach, 
we have reason to believe that we have made important im- 
provements in the science of government, and have done much 
to perpetuate and diffuse the lights of civil and religious free- 
dom at home and abroad. Such considerations must excite in 
every patriotic bosom not merely emotions of pleasure, but the 
most heartfelt gratitude to the Great Author of these distin- 
guished blessings. Deeply sensible as we may be, however, 
of the superior advantages which we enjoy, in comparison 
with any other people, either ancient or modern, we should 
recollect that nations, as individuals, must continually press 
forward in the contest for human excellence, if they would pre- 
serve their relative superiority. 


No truth in political science is more clearly established, than 
that the public liberty can only be preserved by the distribution, 
among various departments, of the powers of government. The 
great excellence of our constitution consists in this distribution, 
and however much we may regret to witness a conflict for 
authority between these departments, there is no difficulty in 
determining that while the checks and balances are preserved, 
though public harmony may be disturbed for a time, the public 
liberty is safe. It is ouly when too much power is grasped by 
either, that the whole system of government is endangered. 

That your attention should be mainly directed to objects of 
state legislation, cannot be doubted. This does not preclude, 
nevertheless, a proper degree of vigilance with respect to the 
proceedings of the general government, since upon the purity of 
its administration may depend not only public prosperity, but 
individual security and freedom. Pursuing the course indicated 
by these suggestions, | will proceed at once to the most im- 
portant subjects which are, in my opinion, proper for your con- 
sideration. Of these the proposition to amend the constitution 
of this state, first introduced into the general assembly in 1787, 
and which has continued to command the public attention for 
nearly half a century,is regarded as most prominent. Upona 
subject of such universal interest, and involving so many im- 
portant considerations, you have a right to expect an uoreserv- 
ed communication of the opinions of the executive department. 
The circumstances which, in my estimation rendered sucha 
course improper at the commencement of the last session, do 
not now exist, and [ avail myself of the first fair opportunity 
which has been afforded to me, to present my views of this per- 
plexing, but interesting question. 

The constitution itself is silent on the subject of amendment, 
and tkis circumstance has given rise to great diversity of opi- 
nion as to the mode in which it may be effected. It has been 
contended, on the one hand, that if the legislature is not alone 
clothed with this highest attribute of sovereignty, it has the ex- 
clusive right to direct the time when, the agents by whom, and 
the manner in which it shall be exercised; and that the acts of 
a convention assembled without legislative sanction, would be 
unauthorised and void. On the other hand, it is insisted that 
no change of the fundamental law can be legitimate, unless it 
proceed from the people in their primary assemblies; and that 
all action upon the subject of the legislature is an usurpation of 
power. I apprehend that neither position is true to the extent 
which is sometimes contended. That all political power is 
vested and derived from the people only, is a leading principle 
in our bill of rights, and it would seem to be a necessary de- 
duction from it, that they have, in the absence of all stipulation 
upon the subject, the right to determine in what manner it shal! 
be exercised. Without entering into any formal reasoning 





upon the subject, however, or even looking abroad for authori- 
ty, it is believed that the argument may be safely rested upon 
the precedents which have come down to us, clothed with the 
sanction of the framers of the constitution, and the two succes 
sive conventions to which it has been submitted for amend 
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ment. It will not be contended that the constitution cannot be 
amended, or entirely abrogated, and a new system adopted, by 
the same power, exercised in the same manner, which gave ex- 
istence to the former. The incipient measures towards the 
adoption of the present constitution, proceeded neither from the 
legislature nor from the people in their primary assemblies, nor 
was it framed by delegates chosen for that purpose only. 

On the 9th of August, 1776, the council of safety, which con- 
sisted of two members from each of the six judicial districts in 
the state, appointed by the provincial congress, which assem- 
dled at Halifax in Apiil preceding, adopted the following resolu- 
tion: 

“The representatives of the United States of America, in ge 
neral congress assembled at Philadelphia, the 4th day of Jaly, 
1776, having determined that the thirteen United Colonies are 
free and independent states, and in consequence thereof having 
published a Declaration of Independence: 

Resolved, ‘That it be recommended to the good people of this 
now independent state to pay the greatest attention to the elec- 
tion, to be held on the 15th of October next, of delegates to re- 
— them in congress, and to have particularly in view the 

mportant consideration, that it will be the business of the de- 
legates then chosen, not only to make laws for the good go- 
vernment of, but also to form a constitution for this state; that 
this last, as it is the corner stone of all law, so it ought to be 
Gixed and permanent: and that according as itis ill or well or- 
dered, it must tend in the first degree to promote the happiness 
or misery of the state.’’ 


The delegates elected to the provincial congress, in pursu 
ance of this recommendation, convened in Halifax in the month 
of Deceinber following, and in addition to the discharge of the 
ordinary legislative, judicial and executive duties, adopted the 

resent system of fundamental law. ‘The constitution thus 
formed has twice undergone amendment. In 1788, the con- 
vention which assembled to consider the federal constitution, 
in compliance with ‘fa recommendation of the general assembly 
to that convention,” to consider the propriety of extending to 
the town of Fayetteville the right of representation in the ge- 
meneral assembly, passed an ordinance for that purpose. The 
convention which, in the month of November of the following 
year, adopted the federal constitution, acting under a similar 
gecommendation from the general assembly, passed the ordi- 
nance to establish the place for the future seat of government. 
Neither the constitution itself, nor either of these amendments 
was at any time submitted to the people for ratification; and it 
is remarkable that the resolution of 1787 did not recommend to 
the people to elect members to a convention with power to con- 
sider the propriety of allowing a town member to Fayetteville, 
but confided the discretion immediately to the convention call- 
ed to consider the federal constitution. Without pursuing this 
discussion further, the conclusion may be fairly drawn, thata 
fegisiative recommendation to the people to select a conven- 
sion, colthed with authority to exercise the highest duties of 
fegislation, is in strict accordance with first principles, and 
ia precise conformity to all the precedents afforded by our his- 
tory. Itis not considered necessary to inquire into the validity 
of other modes which have been suggested as proper to effect 
this object; because the one proposed is entirely adequate to 
the end in view, is the only one thatcomes within the legiti- 
mate range of legislative authority, and has twice received the 
ananimous sanction of the founders of the government. Nor is 
any discussion of the principle so frequently controverted, that 
a convention may be invested with liinited powers, believed to 
be called for. If the precedents before us are authorities, the 
affirmative is conclusively established; for neither the conven- 
tion of 1788, nor that of ’89 had any other power in connexion 
with the state constitution, than to allow Fayetteville a town 
member, and to establish the seat of government. The objec- 
tion, indeed, seems to be altogether of recent origin, and not to 
have been even suggested in the frequent discussions which 
the subjec: underwent at that period. 

Satisfied myself that you have authority to direct that a con- 
vention shall be convened, to consider the constitution; to pre- 
scribe the specific powers with which it shall be invested, and 
that any act it may perform, which shall transcend those limi- 
tations of power, wil! be void, | beg leave to state briefly some 
of the reasons which induce me to recommend that a conven- 
tion with limited powers shall be called. 

A particular examination of the various changes which have 
been proposed to our fundamental law, would not comport with 
the character of this communication. The great object to be 
attained ‘is a radical change in the basis of representation. It is 
obvious that the statesmen of 1787 contemplated no other in- 
novation upon the constitution than to substitute either popula- 
tion er taxation, or both combined, as a basis, instead of the 
arbitrary principle of county representation, without regard 
either to numbers or wealth, or even territorial extent. [tis 
believed that no material innovation is generally desired at the 
present day, on any other department of the government, than 
the legisiative, unless the proposed change in the mode of sup 
Biying vacancies in the executive department shall be so consi- 

ered. 

This system of representation had its origin no doubt in the 
universal disposition which existed among the colonists, at the 
Organization of their political society, to assimilate our inatitu- 
tions as nearly as practicable those ofthe mother country. And 
althongh it has been entirely abolished or greatly modified by 
all the old states, with the exception of Maryland and North 
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Carolina, and has not been adopted by any one of the new 
states, itis believed to have prevailed universally in the colo- 
nial forms of government. It is not surprising thata principle of 
such high antiquity inthe present state, and Which bad received 
the general sanction of the colonies, should have found favor 
with the congress which framed our constitution. But that it 
should have been acquiesced in for nearly half a century after 
it had been rejected by most of the other states, and had failed 
tocommand the concurrence of the united wisdom of all of 
them in the convention that framed the federal constitation, 
exhibits striking evidence of the patience and patriotic forbear- 
ance of that portion of our ertizens who regarded themselves ag 
aggrieved by its inequality. 

From an early period in our history, however, this basis of 
representation has been the source of constant disquietude, 
An act of assembly passed in 1746, when there were but four- 
teen counties in the province, recites that the inhabitants of se- 
veral of the northern counties claim the privilege of being re- 
presented in the assembly by five members, ‘“‘while those of the 
more southern and western counties, who are more numerous and 
contribute much more to the general tax of the province, are 
represented only by two members; from which inequality great 
mischiefs and disorders have arisen, and the best schemes for 
the good and welfare of the province have been utterly defeat- 
ed.??>) The proposition to change the system in 1787 and the 
following year, was introduced and sustained by some of the 
most distinguished statesmen of that era, who were also con- 
spicuous members of the congress which framed the constitu- 
tion itself. 
the legislature, and would most probably have succeeded in the 
other, but for the nearly unanimous opposition of the members 
from the counties which now constitute the state of Tennessee, 
It was then, as at present, the source of contention between 
the populous and sparsely settled counties, and hence the 
change was universally desired by the maritime portion of the 
state. The cession of our western territory to the general go- 
vernment, obviated, to some extent, the inequality previously 
complained of, and restored temporary harmony to our publie 
councils. It is unnecessary to illustrate the practical operation 
of this system by particular examples. Itis certain that it sub- 
jects the majority to the willof the minority, and confers on 
those who pay comparatively but a small proportion of the pub- 
lic expense, the power to control the entire resources of the 
country. If the wisdom, patriotism and spirit of compromise 
requisite to the permanent and satisfactory adjustment of this 
controversy shall be found united in the present general as- 
sembly, you will achieve a triumph of inestimable importance, 
and entitle yourself to the lasting gratitude of posterity. 

It is perfectly certain, that until this souree of contention 
shall be withdrawn, the baneful spirit which distracted our co- 
lonial assemblies, will continue to thwart all eflorts towards 
wise and liberal legislation, and defeat ‘‘the best schemes for 
the good and welfare of the state.”’ 

As next in importance to this fundamental question, the rela- 
tions which exist between this state and the general govern- 
nent, will claim your consideration. This subject, it will be 
recollected, was referred to in the last annnal message, and the 
disposition intimated to discuss it ata future period. The opi- 
nion then expressed, that the growth of this state in power and 
wealth, retarded as it has been by certain natural disadvanta- 
ges, has also been greatly impeded by the effects resulting from 
various acts of federal legislation, remains unchanged. A sim- 
ple statement of facts will render it apparent that we sustained 
great losses in the partial adjustment of the debts incurred by 
the confederacy of the states in the revolutionary war; and that 
the fiscal system rendered necessary by the assumption of the 
debts of the states, on the part of the federal government, was 
deeply prejudicial to our interests; and that now, when the na- 
tional debt is extinguished, we have a clear right to such in- 
demnity as may be afforded, by an equitable distribution by 
congress of the fund created, but no longer needed for that pur- 
nose. 

It is not proposed to examine the details connected with our 
claims for expenditures during the war of the revolution. A 
mere reference to the rule by which the adjustment was made, 
is all that is necessary to a correct view of the subject. By the 
articles of confederation, it was stipulated that all expense in- 
cident to the common defence and general welfare should be 
paid ont of a common treasury, to be supplied “by the several 
states in proportion to the value ofall lands within each state 
granted to or surveyed for any person, as such land and the 
buildings and improvements thereon should be estimated,” in 
the manner that might thereafter be directed. The act of con- 
gress of 1799 changed this rule, and provided that the expenses 
incurred by the confederation in the common defence and ge- 
neral welfare, should be paid by the state, in proportion to the 
federal population, which should be ascertained to belong to 
each by an enumeration, which was then directed to be taken. 
In the house of representatives of the congress which adopted 
this apportionment, this state and South Carolina, under the 
rule of representation established hy the constitution, had five 
members each, or one thirteenth of the whole number of which 
that body was composed. By this substituted rule of apportion- 
ment, however, North Carolina became chargeable with one- 
tenth, and South Carolina with one seventeenth of the public 
debt. North Carolina was made a debtor state to the amount 


of about halfa million of dollars; South Carolina received from 
the treasury of the United States more than twice thatsum. It 


It was adopted in both instances by one branch of 
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is apparent that if the original principle recognized by the arti- 
cles of confederation had been adhered to, that the result 
would have been widely differeut, and that the one which was 
observed operated most unequally in regard to our interests. 
Some attention to the details of the settlement, has produced 
upon me the impression that we were scarcely more unfortu- 
nate in the selection of the rule, than in its application to the 
various questions touching our expenditures determined by the 
commissioners. 

{tis proper to remark, that comparison has been instituted 
petween this state and South Carolina, not because the dispro- 
portion was greater than in one or two instances that might 
have been referred to, but principally for the reason that her 
proximity to us, and similarity of situation, rendered this the 
most apt illustration. 

The same act of congress which prescribed the proportion in 
which the debt, created during the revolution, should be paid 
by the several states, laid the foundation of the revenue sys- 
tem, which has prevailed until the present period. I[t provided 
likewise, for the assumption by the general government of 
debts which had been contracted by the individual states, to 
the amount of twenty millions and a half of dollars: and for the 
gradual redemption of the whole debt, foreign and domestic, 
the proceeds of the public lands, which had been ceded by the 
several states, and an impost of seven and a half per cent. ad 
valorem, were constituted a sinking fund. Itis evident, that at 
the period of this enactment, the public domain was looked to 
as the principal source from which this fund was to be derived, 
and that it Was not intended to have recourse to any species of 
taxation longer than might be necessary to render the proceeds 
of the former available. 


No prejudice is entertained against a revenue arising from 
imposts on foreign merchandise. On the contrary, it is regard- 
ed as the most convenient mode of taxation yet devised. If 
experience has shewn thatit may readily be applied to favor 
the industry of one section of the union at the expense of ano- 
ther, and that it affords an epportunity to the federal legislature 
to require from our citizens larger contributions than are ne- 
eessary to an economical administration of the government, it 
is an argument against the abuse, and not the legitimate exer- 
cise of a necessary power. A tariff of duties on imported 
goeds, was, at an early period, recognized by vations acts of 
the legislature of this state, as a favorite mode of taxation. It 
is well known, that one of the strongest arguments pressed 
upon the general assembly of 1785, by our delegation in con- 
gress, to induce the cession of our western territory to the con 
federation, was, that it was necessary to the introduction of 
this system; and that, on no other condition, would some of the 
eastern states, (and particularly Rhode Island), submit to a five 
per cent. impost. There is no fact connected with our history 
under the confederation, more clearly established, than the 
early and continued anxiety of the state of North Carolina to 
provide an adequate revenue for the government, by a tax upon 
importations. The impression which then prevailed, however, 
of the relative proportions of revenue which would be required 
by the general and state governments, as shewn by the early 
legislation of each, is fraught with important instruction. In 
(783, an impost of five per cent. ad valorem, to provide means 
for the redemption of a debt of more than fifty millions, limited 
in the term of its continuance to twenty five years, was pro- 
posed by North Carolina, and failed to obtain the concurrence 
of the confederacy. At the same session, an impost of two per 
cent. and every species of direct tax which now prevails, was 
jevied for the state government. ‘T'he act of congress of 1790, 
before referred to, sets apart for the payment of the civil and 
contingent list of the United States, the sum of siz hundred 
thousand dollars. It is very clear, that, upon the part of this 
state, no doubt was entertained that a comparatively small 
share of the taxes paid by her citizens, would be required by 
the federal government. Instead, however, of this expectation 
being realized, we now find that the revenue accruing to the 
treasury of the United States from this state, is, upon the low- 
est principle of computation, greater, by twenty-fold, than the 
amount required to sustain the state government; and that the 
expenses of the civil and contingent list, during the last year, 
exceeded the entire amount of state debts—the assumption of 
which, in 1790, created universal alarm. 

The predictions of able and patriotic statesmen in our con- 
vention, which rejected the federal constitution, that a system 
of heavy taxation and lavish expenditure would grow up under 
it, although derided at the time as chimerical by others, neither 
lese wise nor patriotic than themselves, have been realized to 
an extent which the most fearful and far-sighted did not appre- 
hend. Whether these evils are not rather to be regarded as ob- 
viously resulting from the abuse of delegated power, than the 
effects which might reasonably have been anticipated from the 
instrument itself, it is not now proper to inquire. But he who 
does not perceive the constant tendency of the federal govern- 
ment to extend its powers, augment its resources and multiply 
its expenditures, must be very inattentive to our past and pre- 
sent history. 

Injurious as was the arrangement of the revolutionary claims 
to the interests of this state, and oppressive as the fiscal system 
ofthe general government has been to all the southern states, 
we derive consolation from the reflection that we have out- 
grown, in some degree, the effects of the first, and enjoy the 
prospect of relief from the last. We have arrived, too, at a pe- 
riod in our affairs, which authorizes the expectation that though 
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an indemnity cannot be afforded, some reparation may be ob- 
tained for the injuries we have suffered. The perplexing ques- 
tions connected with the tariff system have been adjusted for 
the present, and, it is hoped, will be finally settled on the expi- 
ration of the act of 1832. The national debt is extinguish- 
ed, and the national domain is relieved from the pledge under 
which it was held by the general government. The inport- 
ant question for the first time arises for consideration, what 
disposition shall be made of it? Louisiana and Florida were 
acquired by purchase, and, of course, under the constitution of 
the United States, are the common property of the union. Ali 

other portions of the public domain were ceded to the confede- 

racy, or have, as in the instances of this state and Georgia, 

been conveyed to the United States since the adoption of the 

constitution, “as a means as well of hastening the extinguish- 

ment of the debts as of establishing the harmony of the United 
States.’? All the deeds of cession contain a condition substan- 
tially the same with that to be found in the deed executed upon 

the part of this state, viz: that the lands ceded “shall be consi- 
dered as a common fund, for the use and benefit of the United 

States of America, North Carolina inclusive, according to their 
respective and usual proportion in the general charge and ex- 

penditure, and shall be faithfully disposed of for that purpose, 
and for no other use or purpose whatever.”? 

The “debt”? to be extinguished was the debt created in the 

common defence anterior to the date of the instrument, and the 
fund, after the extinguishment of this debt, was to be applied to 
“the use and benefit of the United States, according to their 

respective and usual proportion in the general charge and ex- 
penditure.’? This would seem to be the obvious and fair con- 
struction of the deed; and it results, as a necessary conse- 
quence, that North Carolina, having been burthened, at the pe- 
riod when her citizens were least able to sustain it, with one- 

tenth of the whole amount of the public debt, is entitled to re- 

ceive a like proportion of the Jand which remains undisposed 
of. 

Whatever conclusion you may come to on this subject, it 
seems to me thatthe proposition either to give these lands to 
the states within which they are situated, or to reduce the price 
at which they have hitherto been disposed of, is wholly inad- 
missible. Next to the operation of the revenue system, no 
other measure of the general government has so seriously af- 
fected the interests of the old states as the low prices at which 
emigrants have been enabled ‘to obtain the most. fertile lands 
in the valley of the Mississippi. Noone can have failed to per- 
ceive the diminution in the value of real property in this state 
already occasioned by it, or doubt a moment the ruinous con- 
sequences which must result from a further reduction of the 
price of public lands. These lands were obiained by the blood 
and treasure of the old states, and while we should be disposed 
to continue the same liberal policy to the younger members of 
the confederacy, which has characterized all the proceedings of 
the general government, it ought not to be expected of us to go 
further. At all events, the southern states, having, during 
nearly halfa century, exhausted their resources in the payment 
of bounties to the ingenuity of the eastern, must not be ruined, 
that adequate rewards may be provided for the enterprize of 
the western states. 


The existing tariff of duties, which happily for the country, 
has been satisfactory arranged for the present at least, must 
produce a revenue entirely adequate to an economical adminis- 
tration of the government,and additional resources will but 
tend to prodigality and corruption. There seems to be no good 
reason, therefore, why, the object having been accomplished 
for which the sinking fund was created, the national domain 
shall not be divided in the stipulated proportion among all the 
members of the confederacy. ‘To the state governments it will 
afford the most important aid in the prosecution of schemes of 
internal improvements, and the diffusion of the means of edu- 
eation. All experience proves that, if the power could be right- 
fully exercised, the general government is not competent to the 
accomplishment of these great purposes; and the heavy amount 
paid by this state indirectly into the treasury of the U. States, 
under the operation of the present revenue system, if this fund 
be denied us, places the accumulation of the requisite means be- 
yond our reach, within any reasonable period of time, 

My opinions with respect to the necessity of a speedy and 
efficient prosecution by the state of a general system of internal 
improvements, were communicated at length in the report sub- 
mitted to the general assembly at the last session, by the board 
for internal improvements. It is not proposed to discuss, at 
present, any one of the various topics which were then fully 
considered. The experience of another year affords conclusive 
proof that individual associations never will, and never can ac- 
complish any plan commensurate with our necessities and re- 
sources—If the money alone, which has been expended by our 
legislative councils in the creation of corporations, that bave 
existed only on paper, and are a most inconvenient encum- 
brance on the statute book, had been applied to the construc- 
tion of some one work, ata proper point, we should have had 
before us an experiment, which would, at least, have afforded 
useful instruction. The continually increasing current of emi- 
gration, which is depriving us of many of our most intelligent 
and enterprising citizens, and a large portion of our wealth, 
particularly in the section of the state hitherto regarded as the 
most populous and opulent, imparts to this subject a painful in- 
terest. If the evil admitted of no remedy, allusion to it would 





be both weak and idle. It is not, however, so considered. In 
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the extent of her territory, the variety of her productions, the 
fertility of her soi!, and salubrity of her climate, North Carolina 
will compare advantageously with the most prosperous mem 
bers of the confederacy. ‘The obstructions to the navigation of 
our rivers, by the falls created by the ledge of granite which 
traverses the state from northeast to southwest, and the impos- 
sibility of entering either of the ports connected with these ri- 
vers, with ships of the largest class, are certainly great natural 
disadvantages. It is believed, however, that there difficulties 
may be obviated to an extent which will ensure us all the com 
mercial facilities essential to a highly prosperous condition. 
We have a wider extent of sea coast than any state in the union, 
and the best inlet and harbor south of the Chesapeake. We 
have the power to connect this harbor with nearly all the navi- 
gable waters of the state, and thus bring the biessings of com- 
merce not only to the doors of our own Citizens, but afford a na- 
tional highway to our sister states, of great importance in time 
of peace, and of inestimable value in war. 

Under such circumstances, to permit public prosperity either 
to decline or to remains tationary, ix as foreign from our duty as it 
fs injurious to our interests and repugnant to our feelings. The 
period cannot be distant when other objects than the disburse- 
ment of sums smaller than the aggregate of legislative expenses 


shall be considered as falling within the legitimate range of| 


your duties. The immediate representatives of the people, the 
highest and most responsible functionaries recognised by the 
theory of our government, are selected and convened for the at- 
tainment of objects essential to the public weal, which cannot 
be effected by individual effort. [ am satisfied myself that the 
course of legislation hitherto pursued, is to be ascribed to local 
divisions more than to any other cause, and the hope is fondly 
cherished that you will not separate without the adoption of 
such measures as shall make us a untied people, as well in feel- 
ing as in interest. 


The revenue system of this state is radically defective, and 
requires both revision and amendment. For some years past, 
the disbursements from the public teasury have exceeded the 
ordinary receipts, and we have been gradually consuming the 
principal of a productive fund which had been accumulated by 
the economy of preceding years. The investments which have 
been made in the stock of the bank of the state of North Caro- 
lina, leaves it no longer in our power to pursue this exhausting 
process, and we are compelled to provide other means to detray 
the expenses of the government. This, it is believed, may be 


effected without an increase of the present rate of taxation, if 


provision is made to secure a fair valuation of real estate, and 
to ascertain the number of individuals legally liable to poll tax. 
The government of the country should never hold out tempta- 
tions to its ¢itizens to do wrong. Such however, is the mani- 
fest tendency of the most important principles of our fiscal sys- 
tem. In practice, whatever may have been the theoretical spe- 
culations of the law giver, every owner of real estate assesses 
the value of his own freehold, and it follows as a necessary con- 
sequence, that the individual, who is honest under all circum- 


stances, contributes his fair proportion to the maintenance of 


the government while he who is less conscientious receives a 
direct reward for his iniquity. 
& * * * * * * 

The bank of the state of North Carolina incorporated by an 
act of the last tegislature, has gone into operation at an earlier 
period, and under more favorable auspicies, than was anticipat 
ed by its most sanguine friends. The entire amount of stock 
authorised to be subscribed by individuals (900,000 dollars) has 
been taken, and the payments made with more than ordinary 
soe gcenp a Of the stock reserved for the state, (600,000 dol- 
ars), but one-fourth has been subscribed and paid for by the 
public treasurer. The remaining three-fourths must be secured 
within the period of two years from the Ist of January next, or 
the privilege reserved to the state will be forfeited. 

ww ” ok a * * * * 

I have received within the last few days the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Wilmington, called to consider the 
outrage recently cominitted on American citizens at Nassau, 
New Providence, by certain officers of that island. The resolu- 
tions adopted on the occasion, are laid before you at the request 
of the meeting. They will doubtless receive the consideration 
due to the importance of the subject and the respectable source 
from which they emanate. Besides the adoption of such mea- 
sures as you may deem advisable with respect to this affair, I 
regret to state that some legislation seems to be necessary to 
protect the rights of our citizens to their slaves from domestic 
aggression. The combinations which exist in some of the east- 
ern cities, to prevent, by the expense incident to protracted liti- 
gation, the recaption of fugitive slaves, have rendered it the in- 
terest of the owner, in many instances, to abandon his title to 
euch property. An individual of this city, in a contest of this 
eharacter, where the proof adduced was more clearly made out 
than would, perhaps, be possible in one out of a hundred cases, 
found it necessary to expend, in the progress of a suit finally 
decided by the supreme court of New York, a much larger sum 
than the value of the slaves. The evil might find its appropri- 
ate remedy in the levy of atax on slave owners to defray the 
expenses of similar litigation in future. The knowledge that 
euch a fund existed would doubtless obviate the necessity of 
frequent expenditures. 

* > 7 - 


* * + 


My letter book, together with the various resignations which 
have been transmitted to this department since the adjourn 
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ment of the last legislature, will be laid before you by my private 
secretary. 

The various important topics with respect to which I have 
considered it my duty to express my opinion, have extended 
this message to an inconvenient length. I have found it neces- 
sary, nevertheless, to reserve some matters of less general in- 
terest, Which will be submitted for your consideration in the 
progress of the session. In conclusion, I have only to assure 
you of my hearty co-operation in every measure which may be 
calculated to preserve the liberty and promote the prosperity 
and happiness of oar constituents. DAVID L. SWAIN, 

Executive department, N. C. Nov. 17, 18384, 

0 B Oe 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 1. At 12 0’clock the senate was called to order by 
the vice president of the United States, (hon. Martin Van Bu- 
ren), when it appeared that the following senators were in their 
seats: 

Ether Shepley, from Maine; Samuel Bell, Isaae Hill, New 
Hampshire; Nathaniel Silsbee, Massachusetts; Benjamin Swilt, 
Vermont; Asher Robbins, Nehemiah R. Knight, Rhode Island; 
Nathan Smith, Gideon Tomlinson, Connecticut; Silas Wright. 
N. P. Tallmadge, New York; Samuel McKean, Pennsylvania; 
Samuel L. Southard, Theodore Frelinghuysen, New Jersey; 
Arnold Naudain, Delaware; Joseph Kent, Maryland; John Ty- 
ler, Virginia; Willie P. Mangum, North Carolina; Jolin P. King, 
Georgia; Gabricl Moore, Alabama; George Poindexter, Missis- 
sippi; Hugh L. White, Felix Grundy, Tennessee; Henry Clay, 
Kentucky; Thomas Ewing, Ohio; Wm. Hendrieks, John Tipton, 
) Indiana; Elias K. Kane, John M. Robinson, Illinois. 

Mr. White made the usual motion to appoint a committee to 
wait on the president, &c. and Mr. Knight made that for the 
usual supply of newspapers during the session. [Our readers 
will recollect that members of congress receive as many papers 
as they are pleased to select, the price of the whole not exceed- 
ing that of three daily papers]. 

Mr. Grundy submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the 34th rule of the senate, so far as respects 
the committee on the post office and post roads, be suspended, 
and that the present committee on the post office and post roads 
) be continucd, with all the powers vested in them, and subject 
| to all the duties enjoined on them by the resolution of the se- 
nate of the 25th day of June, 1834. 

Mr. Grundy said he had been instructed to offer this resolu- 
tion by a unanimous vote of the committee. They had been 
assiduously engaged in their investigations during the recess, 
and had collected a great deal of evidence, though not sufficient 
to enable them to make a satisfactory report. Other witnesses 
had been summoned that would probably be here to morrow, if 
not to day, whose testimony would be taken, if it should be the 
pleasure of the senate to continue the committee. He asked 
for the consideration of the resolution at the present time. 

(The 34th rule provides that the standing committees shall be 
elected at the commencement of each session. } 

The resolution was taken up and agreed to. 

The house of representatives was then notified that the se- 
nate was ready to proceed to business, and a message of the 
same import was received from the house—and the joint com- 
mittee to wait on the president being appointed, the senate ad- 
journed. 

December 2. 
this day. 

The annual message of the president of the United States 
was handed to the chair by Mr. Donelson, his private secretary; 
which, was read as follows: 

Fellow citizens of the senate 
and house of repretentatives: 

In performing my duty at the opening of your present session, 
it gives me pleasure to congratulate you again upon the pros- 
perous condition of our beloved country. Divine Providence 
has favored us with general health, with rich rewards in the 
fields of agriculture and in every branch of labor, and with 
peace to cultivate and extend the various resources which em- 
ploy the virtue and enterprise of our citizens. Let us trust 
that, in surveying a scene so flattering to our free institutions, 
our joint deliberations to preserve them may be crowned with 
success. 

Our foreign relations continue, with but few exceptions, to 
maintain the favorable aspect which they bore in my last an- 
nual message, and promise to extend those advantages which 
the principles that regulate our intercourse with_other nations 
are so well calculated to secure. 

The question of the north eastern boundary is still pending 
with Great Britain, and the proposition made, in accordance 
with the resolution of the senate, for the establishment of @ 
line according to the treaty of 1783, has not been accepted by 
that government. Believing that every disposition is felt on 
both sides to adjust this perplexing question to the satisfaction 
of all the parties interested in it, the hope is yet indulged that 
it may be effected on the basis of that proposition. 

With the governments of Austria, Russia, Prussia, Holland, 
Sweden and Denmark, the best understanding exists. Com- 
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Mr. Morris, of Ohio, attended and took his seat 


merce with all, is fostered and protected by reciprocal good 
will, under the sanction of liberal conventional or legal provi- 
sions. - 

"In the midst of her internal difficulties, the queen of Spain 
has ratified the convention for the payment of the ciaims of our 
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citizens arising since 1819. Itis in the course of execution on 


her part, and a copy oi it is now laid before you for such legis- 
lation as may be tound necessary to enable those interested to 
derive the benefits of it. 

Yielding to the force of circumstances, and to the wise coun- 
cils of time and experience, that power has finally resolved no 
longer to occupy the unnatural position in which she stood to 
the new governments established in this hemisphere. I have 
the great satisfaction in stating Lo you that in preparing the way 
for the restoration of harmony between those who have sprung 
from the same ancestors, who are allied by common interests, 
profess the same religion, and speak the same language, the 
United States have been actively instrumental. Our efforts to 
effect this good work will be persevered in while they are 
deemed useful to the parties, and our entire disinterestedness 
continues to be felt and understood. The act of congress to 
countervail the discriminating duties, levied to the prejudice of 
our navigation, in Cuba and Porto Rico, has been transmitted 
to the minister of the United States at Madrid, to be communi- 
cated to the government of the queen. No intelligence of its 
receipt has yet reached the department of state. If the present 
condition of the country permits the governmentto make a care- 
ful and enlarged examination of the true interests of these im- 
portant portions of its dominions, no doubt is entertained that 
their future intercourse with the United States will be placed 
upon a more just and liberal basis. 

The Florida archives have not yet been selected and deli- 
vered. Recent orders have been sent to the agent of the United 
States at Havana, to return with all that he can obtain, so that 
they may be in Washington before the session of the supreme 
court, to be used in the legal questions there pending, to which 
the government is a party. 

{nternal tranquillity is happily restored to Portugal. The dis- 
tracted state of the country renderedjunavoidable the postpone- 
ment of a final payment of the just claims of our citizens. Our 
diplomatic relations will be soon resumed, and the long subsist- 
ing friendship with that power affords the strongest guarantee 
that the balance due will receive prompt attention. 

The first instalment due under the convention of indemnity 
with the king of the T'wo Sicilies, has been duly received, and 
au offer has been made to extinguish the whole by a prompt 
payment—an offer | did not consider myself authorised to ac- 
cept, as the indemnification provided is the exclusive property 
of individual citizens of the United States. The original ad- 
justment of our claims, aud the anxiety displayed to fulfil at 
once the stipulations made for the payment of them, are highly 
fhonorable to the government of the Two Sicilies. When it is 
recollected that they were the result of the injustice of an in- 
trusive power, temporarily dominant in its territory, a repug- 
nance to acknowledge and to pay which, would have been 
neither unnatural nor unexpected, the circumstances cannot 
fail to exalt its character for justice and good faith in the eyes 
of all nations. 

dI'he treaty of amity and commerce between the United States 
and Belgium, brought to your notice in my lastannual message, 
as sanctioned by the senate, but the ratification of which had 
not been exchanged, owing to a delay in its reception at Brus- 
sels, and asubsequent absence of the Belgian minister of fo- 
reign affairs, has been, after mature deliberation, finally disa- 
vowed by that governwent as inconsistent with the powers and 
instructions given to their minister who negotiated it. This 
disavowal was entirely unexpected, as the liberal principles 
embodied in the convention, and which form the ground work 
ef the objections to it, were perfectly satisfactory to the Bel 
gian representative, and were supposed to be not only within 
the powers granted, but expressly conformable to the instruc- 
tions given to him. An offer, not yet accepted, has been made 
by Belgium to renew negotiations for a treaty less liberal in its 
provisons, on questions of general maritime law. 

Our newly established relations with the sublime porte pro. 
mise to be useful to our commerce, and satisfactory in every 
respect to this government. Our intercourse with the Barbary 
powers continues without important change, except that the 
present political state of Algiers has induced me to terminate 
the residence there of a salaried consul, and to substitute an 
ordinary consulate, to remain so long as the place continues in 
the possession of France. Our first treaty with one of these 
powers—the emperor of Morocco—was formed in 1786, and 
was limited to fifty years. That period has almostexpired. I 
shall take measures to renew it with the greater satisfaction, as 
its stipulations are just and liberal, and have been, with mutual 
fidelity and reciprocal advantages scruonlously fulfilled, 

Intestine divsensions have too frequently occurred to mar the 
prosperity, interrupt the commerce, and distract the govern- 
ments of most of the nations of this hemisphere which have se- 
parated themselves from Spain. When a firm and permanent 
underetanding with the parent country shall have produced a 
formal acknowledgment of their independence, and the idea of 
danger from that quarter can be no longer entertained, the 
friends of freedom expect that those countries, so favored by 
nature, will be distinguished for their love of justice and their 
devotion to those peaceful arts, the assidious cultivation of which 
eonfers honor upon nations and gives value to human life. In 
the meantime, | confidently hope that the apprehensions en- 
tertained, that some of the people of these luxuriant regions 
may be tempted, in a moment of unworthy distrust of their 
own capacity for enjoyment of liberty, to commit the too coim- 


favorite leaders the fatal gift of irresponsible power, will not be 
realized. With all these governments, and with that of Brazil, 
no unexpected changes in our relations have occurred during 
the present year. Frequent causes of just eomplaint have arisen 
upon the part of the citizens of the United States—sometimes 
from the irregular action of the constituted subordinate autho- 
rities of the maritime regions, and sometimes from the leaders 
or partizans of those in arms against the established govern- 
ments. In all ca-es, representations have been, or will be made, 
and as soon as their political affairs are in a settled position, it 
is expected that our friendly remonstrances will be followed by 
adequate redress, 

The government of Mexico made known in December last, 
the appointment of commissioners and surveyors, On its part, 
to run, in conjuction with ours, the boundary line between its 
territories and the United States, and excused the delay for the 
reasons anticipated—the prevalence of civil war. ‘The com- 
missioners and surveyors not having met within the time 
stipulated by the treaty, a new arrangement became necessary 
and our charge d’affairs was instructed in January last, to ne- 
gotiate, in Mexico, an article additional tO the pre-existing 
treaty. ‘This instruction was acknowledged, and no difficulty 
was apprehended in the accomplishment of that object. By in- 
formation just received, that additional article to the treaty 
will be obtained, and transmitted to this country, as soon as it 
can receive the ratification of the Mexican congress. 

The reunion of the three states of New Granada, Venezuela 
and Equador, forming the republic of Colombia, seems every 
day to become more improbable. The commissioners of the 
the two first are understood to be now negotiating a just divi- 
sion of the obligations contracted by them when united under 
one government. The civil war in Equador, it is believed, has 
prevented even the appointment of a commission on its part. 

I propose, at an early day, to submit, in the proper form, the 
appointment ofa diplomatic agent to Venezuela. The import- 
ance of the commerce of that country to the United States, and 
the large claims of our citizens upon the government, arising 
before and since the division of Colombia, rendering it, in my 
judgment, improper longer to delay this step. 

Our representatives to Central America, Peru and Brazil, are 
either at, or on their way to, their respective posts. 

From the Argentine Republic, from which a minister was ex- 
pected to this government, nothing further has been heard.— 
Occasion has been taken, on the departure of a new consul to 
Buenos Ayres, to remind that government that its long-delayed 
minister, whose appointment had been made known to us, had 
not arrived. 

It becomes my unpleasant duty to inform you that this pacifie 
and highly gratifying picture of our foreign relations, does not 
include those with France, at this time. Itis not possible that 
any government and people could be more sincerely desirous of 
conciliating a just and friendly intercourse with another nation, 
than are those of the United States with their ancient ally and 
friend, ‘This disposition is founded, as well on the most grate- 
ful and honorable recollections associated with our struggle for 
independence, as upon a well grounded conviction that it is 
consonant with the true policy of both. The people of the U, 
States could not, therefore, see, without the deepest regret, even 
a temporary interruption of the friendly relations between the 
two countries—a regret which would, | am sure, be greatly ag- 
gravated, if there should turn out to be any reasonable ground 
for attributing such a result to any act of omission or commis- 
sion on our part. I derive, therefore, the bighest satisfaction 
from being able to assure you, that the whole course of this go- 
vernment has been characterized by a spirit so conciliatory and 
forbearing, as to make it mpossible that our justice and mode- 
ration should be questioned, whatever may be the consequences 
of a longer perseverance, on the part of the French government, 
in her omission to satisfy the conceded claims of our citizens. 

The history of the accumulated and unproveked aggressions 
upon our commerce, committed by authority of the existing go- 
vernments of France, between the years 1800 and 1817, has 
been rendered too painfully familiar to Americans to make its 
repetition either necessary or desirable. It will be sufficient 
here to remark, that there has, for nvany years, been scarcely a 
single administration of the French government, by whom the 
justice and legality of the claims of our citizens to indemnity, 
were not, to a very considerable extent, admitted; and yet near 
a quarter of a century has been wasted in ineffectual negotia- 
tions to secure it. 

Deeply sensible of the injurious effects resulting from this 
state of things upon the interests and character of both nations, 
[ regard it as among my first duties to cause one more effort to 
be nude to satisfy Prance, that a just and liberal setlement of 
our claims was as well due to her own honor as to their incon- 
testable validity. The negotiation for this purpose was com- 
menced with the late government of France, and was prosecut- 
ed with such suecess,as to leave no reasonadle ground to doubt, 
that a settlement of a character quite as liberal as that which 
was subsequently made, would have been effected, had not the 
revolution, by which the negotiation was cut off, taken place. 
The discussions were resumed with the present government, 
and the resalt showed, that we were not wrong in supposing, 
that an event by which the two governments were made to ap- 
preach each other so much nearer in their political principles, 
and by which the motives for the most liberal and friendly in- 
tercourse were so greatly multiplied, could exercise no other 
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deliberate and thorough examination of the whole subject, a 
treaty between the two governments was concluded, and sign- 
ed at Paris en the 4th of July, 1831, by which it was stipulated 
that “the French government, in order to liberate itself trom all 
the reclamations preferred against it by citizens of the United 
States, for uvlawiul seizures, captures, sequestrations, confis- 
cations or desiruction of their vessels, cargoes or other proper- 
ty, engages to pay a sum of twenty. five millions of francs to the 
United States, who shall distribute it among those entitled, in 
the manner and according to the rules it shail determine;”? and 
it was also stipulated on the part of the French government, that 
this twenty-five millions of franes should “be paid at Paris in 
six annual instalments of four millions one hundred and sixty- 
six thousand six hundred and sixty six franes and sixty six cen- 
times each, into the hands of such person or persons as shall 
be authorised by the government of the U, States to receive it.” 
The first instalment to be paid “at the expiration of one year 
next following the exchange of the ratifications of this conven- 
tion, and the others at successive intervals of a year, one after 
another, till the whole shall be paid. ‘lo the amount of each 
of the said instalments shall be added interest at four per cent. 
thereupon, as upon the other instalments then remaining un- 
paid, the said interest to be computed from the day of the ex- 
change of the present convention.”’ 

it was also stipulated, on the part of the United States, for 
the purpose of being completely liberated from all the reclama- 
tions presented by France on behalf of its citizens, that the sum 
of one million five hundred thousand francs should be paid to 
the government of France, in six annual instalments, to be de- 
ducted out of the annual sums which France had agreed to pay, 
interest thereupon being in like manner computed from the day 
of the exchange of the ratifications. In addition to this stipula- 
tion, important advantages were secured to France by the fol- 
lowing article, viz: ‘The wines of France, from and after the 
exchange of the ratifications of the present convention, shall 
be admitted to consumption in the states of the union, at duties 
which shall not exceed the following rates by the gallon, (such 
as it is used at present for wines in the United States), to wit: 
six cents for red wines in casks; ten cents for white wines in 
casks; and twenty-two cents for wines of all sorts in bottles. 
The proportions existing between the duties on French wines 
thus reduced, and the general rates of the tariff which went into 
operation the first of January, 1829, shall be maintained, in case 
the government of the United States should think proper to di- 
minish those general rates in a new tariff. 

*€In consideration of this stipulation, which shall be binding 
on the United States for ten years, the French government 
abandons the reclamations which it had formed in relation to 
the 8th article of the treaty of cession of Louisiana. It engages, 
moreover, to establish on the long staple cottons of the United 
States, which, after the exchange of the ratifications of the pre- 
sent convention, sliall be brouglit directly thence to France by 
the vessels of the United States, or by French vessels, the same 
duties as on short staple cottons.”’ 


This treaty was duly ratified in the manner prescribed by the 
constitutions of both countries, and the ratification was ex- 
changed at the city of Washington on the 2d of February, 1832, 
On account of its commercial stipulations it was, in five days 
thereafter, laid before the congress of the United States, which 

roceeded to enact such laws favorable to the commerce of 

rance as were necessary to carry it into full execution; and 
France has, from that period to the present, been in the unre- 
stricted enjoyment of the valuable privileges that were thus se- 
cured to her. The faith of the French nation having been thus 
solemnly pledged, through its constitutional organ, for the liqui- 
dation and ultimate payment of the long deferred claims of our 
citizens, as also for the adjustment of other points of great and 
reciprocal benefits to both countries, and the United States hav- 
ing, with a fidelity and promptitude by which their conduct will, 
I trust, be always characterized, done every thing that was ne- 
cessary to carry the treaty into full and fair effect on their part, 
counted, with the most perfect confidence,'on equal fidelity and 
promptitude on the partof the French government. In this 
reasonable expectation we have been, I regret to inform you, 
wholly disappointed. No legislative provision has been made 
by France for the execution of the treaty, either as it respects 
the indemnity to be paid, or the commercial benefits to be se- 
cured to the United States, and the relations between the Unit- 
ed States and that power, in consequence thereof, are placed 
in a situation threatening to interrupt the good understanding 
which has so long and so happily existed between the two na- 
tions. 

Not only has the French government been thus wanting in 
the performance of the stipulations it has so solemnly entered 
into with the United States, but its omissions have been mark- 
ed by circumstances which would seem to leave us without sa- 
tisfactory evidences, that such performance will certainly take 
place ata future period. Advice of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions reached Paris prior to the 8th April, 1832. The French 
chambers were then sitting and continued in session until the 
Qist of that month, and although one instalment of the indem- 
nity was payable on the 2d of February, 1833, one year after the 
exchange of ratifications, no application was made to the cham- 
bers for the required appropriation, and in consequence of no 
appropriation having then been made, the draft of the United 
States government, for that instalment, was dishonored by the 
minister of finance, and the United States thereby involved in 
much controversy. The next session of the chambers com- 
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menced on the 19th November, 1832, and continued until the 
25th of April, 1833, Notwithstanding the omission to pay the 
first instalment, had been made the subject of earnest remon- 
strance on our part, the treaty with the United States, and a 
bill making the necessary appropriations to execute it, Were not 
laid before the chamber of deputies until the 6th of April, near- 
ly five months after its meeting, and only nineteen days before 
the close of its session. The bill was read and referred toa 
committee, but there was no further action upon it. The next 
session of the chambers commenced on the 26th of April, 1833, 
and coatinued until the 25th of June following. A new bill was 
introduced on the Lith of June, but nothing important was done 
in relation to it during the session. In the month of April, 
1834, nearly three years after the signature of the treaty, the 
final action of the French chambers upon the bill to carry the 
treaty into effect, was obtained, and resulted in a refusal of the 
necessary appropriations. The avowed grounds upon which 
the bill was rejected are to be found in the published debates of 
that body, and no observations of mine can be necessary to sa- 
tisfy congress of their utter insufficiency. Although the gross 
amount of the claims of our citizens is probably greater than 
will be ultimately allowed by the commissioners, sufficient is, 
nevertheless, shown, to render it absolutely certain that the in- 
demnity falls far short of the actual amount of our just claims, 
independeatly of the question of damages and interest for the 
detention. That the settlement involved a sacrifice in this re- 
spect was well known at the time—a sacrifice which was cheer- 
fully acquiesced in by the different branches of the federal go- 
vernment, whose action upon the treaty was required, froma 
sincere desire to avoid further collision upon this old and dis- 
turbing subject, and in the confident expectation that the gene- 
ral relations between the two countries would be improved 
thereby. 

The refusal to vote the appropriation, the news of which was 
received from our minister, in Paris, about the 15th day of May 
last, might have been considered the final determination of the 
French government not to execute the stipulations of the trea- 
ty, and would have justified an immediate communication of 
the facts Lo congress, with a recommendation of such ultimate 
measures as the interest and honor of the United States might 
seem to require. But with the news of the refusal of the cham- 
bers to make the appropriation, were conveyed the regrets of 
the king, aud a declaration that a national vessel should be 
forthwith sent out, with instructions to the French minister to 
give the most ample explanations of the past, and the strongest 
assurances forthe future. Aftera long passage the promised 
despatch vessel arrived. The pledges given by the French mi- 
nister, upon receipt of his instructions, were, that, as soon after 
the election of the new members as the charter would permit, 
the legislative chambers of France should be called together, 
and the proposition for an appropriation laid before them; that 
all the constitutional powers of the king and his cabinet should 
be exerted to accomplish the object; and that the result should 
be made known early enough to be communicated to congress 
atthe commencement of the present session. Relying upon 
these pledges, and not doubting that the acknowledged justice 
of our claims, the promised exertion of the king and his cabi- 
net, and above all, that sacred regard for the national faith and 
honor for which the French character has been so distinguish- 
ed, would secure an early execution of the treaty in all its parts, 
I did not deem it necessary to call the attention of congress to 
the subject at the last session. 


I regret to say that the pledges made through the minister of 
France have not been redeemed. The new chambers met on 
the 3lst July last; and, although the subject of fulfilling treaties 
was alluded to in the speech from the throne, no attempt was 
made by the king or his cabinet to procure an appropriation to 
carry it into execution. The reasons given for this omission, 
although they might be considered sufficient in an ordinary case, 
are not consistent with the expectations founded upon the as- 
surances given here; for there is no constitutional obstacle to 
entering into legislative business at the first meeting of the 
chambers. This point, however, might have been overlooked, 
had not the chambers, instead of being called to meet at so early 
a day that the result of their deliberations might be communi- 
cated to me before the meeting of congress, been prorogued to 
the 29th of the present month—a period so late that their deci- 
sion can scarcely be made known to the present congress prior 
to its dissolution. To avoid this delay, our minister in Paris, 
in virtue of the assurance given by the French minister in the 
United States, strongly urged the convocation of the chambers 
at an earlier day, but without success. Itis proper to remark, 
however, that this refusal has been accompanied with the most 
positive assurances, on the part of the executive government of 
France, of their intention to press the appropriation at the en- 
suing session of the chambers. 

The executive branch of this government has, as matters 
stand, exhausted all the authority upon the subject with which 
it is invested, and which it had any reason to believe could be 
beneficially employed. 

The idea of acquiescing in the refusal to execute the treaty, 
will not, [am confident, be fora moment entertained by any 
branch of this government; and further negotiation is equally 
out of the question. 

If it shall be the pleasure of congress to await the further ac- 
tion of the French chambers, no further consideration of the 
subject will, at this session, probably be required at your hands. 
But, if, from the original delay in asking for an appropriation, 
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from the refusal of the chambers to grant it when asked, from 
the omiasion to bring the subject before the chambers at their 
last session, from the fact that, including that session, there 
have beer five different occusions when the appropriation might 
have been made, and from the delay in convoking the chambers 
until some weeks after the meeting of congress, when it was 
well known that a communication of the whole subject to con- 
gress, at the last session, Was prevented by assurances that it 
should be disposed of before its present meeting, you should feel 
yourselves constrained to doubt whether it be the intention of 
the French government, in all its branches, to carry the treaty 
into effect, and think that such measures as the occasion may 
be deemed to call for, should be now adopted, the important 
question arises what those measures shall be. 

Our institutions are essentially pacific. Peace and friendly 
intercourse With all nations, are as much the desire of our go- 
vernment as they are the interest of our people. But these ob- 
jects are not to be permanently secured, by surrendering the 
rights of our citizens, or permitting solemn treaties, for their in- 
demnity in cases of flagrant wrong, to be abrogated or set aside. 

It is undoubtedly in the power of congress seriously to affect 
the agricultural and manufacturing interests of France, by the 
passage Of laws relating to her trade with the United States. 
Her products, manufactures and tonnage, may be subjected to 
heavy duties in our ports, or all commercial intercourse with 
her may be suspended. But there are powerful, and, to my 
mind, conclusive objections to this mode of proceeding. We 
cannot embarrass or cut off the trade of France, without, at the 
same time, in some degree, embarrassing or cutting off our own 
trade. The injury of such a warfare must fall, though unequal- 
ly, upon our Own citizens, and could not but impair tlre means 
of the government, and weaken that united sentiment in sup- 
port of the rights and honor of the nation which must now per- 
vade every bosom. Nor is it impossible that such a course of 
legislation would introduce once more into our national coun- 
cils those disturbing questions in relation to the tariff of duties 
which have been so recently put to rest. Besides, by every 
measure adopted by the government of the United States with 
the view of injuring France, the clear perception of right which 
will induce our own people, and the rulers and people of all 
other nations, even of France herself, to pronounce our quarre! 
just, will be obscured, and the support rendered to as, in a final 
resort to more decisive measures, will be more limited and equi- 
vocal. There is but one point in the controversy, and upon that 
the whole civilized world must pronounce France to be in the 
wrong. We insist that she shall pay us a sum of money, which 
she has acknowledged to be due; and of the justice of this de- 
mand, there can be but one opinion among mankind. True po- 
licy would seem to dictate that the question at issue should be 
kept thus disincumbered, and that not the slightest pretence 
should be given to France to persist in her refusal to make pay- 
ment, by any act on our part affecting the interests of her peo- 
ple. The question should be left as it is now, in such an atti- 
tude that when France fulfils her treaty stipulations, all con- 
troversy will be at an end. 


itis my conviction, that the United States ought to insist on 
a prompt execution of the treaty, and in case it be refused, or 
longer delayed, take redress into theirown hands. After the 
delay on the part of France of a quarter of a century in acknow- 
ledging these claims by treaty, it is not to be tolerated that ano- 
ther quarter of a century is to be wasted in negotiating about 
the payment. The laws of nations provide a remedy for such 
occasions. It is a well settled principle of the international 
code, that, where one nation Owes another a liquidated debt, 
which it refuses or neglects to pay, the aggrieved party may 
seize on the property belonging to the other, its citizens or sub- 
jects, sufficient to pay the debt, without giving just cause of 
war. This remedy has been repeatedly resorted to, and recent- 
ly by France herself towards Portugal, under circumstances less 
unquestionable. 

The time at which resort should be had to this, or any other 
mode of redress, is a point to be decided by congress. If an ap- 
propriation shall not be made by the French chambers at their 
next session, it may justly be concluded that the government of 
France has finally determined to disregard its own solemn un- 
dertaking, and refuse to pay an acknowledged debt. In that 
event, every day’s delay on our part will be a stain upon our 
national honor, as well as a denial of justice to our injured citi- 
zens. Prompt measures, when the refusal of France shall be 
complete, will not only be most honorable and just, but will 
have the best effect upon our national character. 

Since France, in violation of the pledges given through her 
minister here, has delayed her final action so long that her de- 
cision will not probably be known in time to be communicated 
to this congress, [ recommend that a law be passed, authorising 
reprisals upon French property, in case provision shall not be 
made for the payment of the debt at the approaching session of 
the French chambers. Such a measure ought not to be consi- 
dered by France asa menace. Her pride and power are too 
well Known to expect any thing from her fears, and preclude 
the necessity ofa declaration that nothing partaking of the cha- 
racter of intimidation is intended by us. She ought to look up- 
on it only as the evidence of an inflexible determination, on the 
part of the United States, to insist on their rights. That go- 
vernment, by doing only what it has itself acknowledged to be 
just, will be able to spare the United States the necessity of 
taking redress into their own hands, and save the property of 








rican citizens so long endured without retaliation or redress. 
If she should continue to refuse that act of acknowledged jus- 
tice, and in violation of the law of uations, make reprisals on 
our part the occasion of hostilities against the United States, 
she would but add violence to injustice, and could not fail to 
expose herself to the just censure of civilized nations, and to 
the retributive judgments of heaven, 

Collision with France is the more to be regretted, on account 
of the position she occupies in Europe in relation to liberal in- 
stitutions. Butin maintaining our national rights and honor, 
all governments are alike tous. If by a collision with France, 
in a case Where she is clearly in the wrong, the march of liberal 
principles shall be impeded, the responsibility for that result, as 
wellas every other, will rest on her own head. 

Having submitted these considerations, it belongs to congress 
to decide, whether, after what has taken place, it will still 
await the further action of the French chambers, or now adopt 
such provisional measures, as it may deem necessary and best 
adapted to protect the rights and maintain the honor of the 
country. Whatever that decision may be, it will be faithfully 
enforced by the executive, as far as he is authorised so to do. 

According to the estimate of the treasury department, the re- 
venue accruing, from all sources, during the present year, will 
amount to twenty millions six hundred and twenty-four thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventeen dollars, which, with the ba- 
lance remaining in the treasury on the first of January last, of 
eleven millions seven hundred and two thousand nine hundred 
and five dollars, produces an aggregate of thirty-two millions 
three hundred and twenty-seven thousand six hundred and 
twenty-three dollars. The total expenditure during the year, 
for all objects, including the public debt, is estimated at twen- 
ty-five millions five bundred and ninety-one thousand three 
hundred and ninety dollars, which will leave a balance in the 
treasury on the first of January, 1835, of six millions seven hun- 
dred and thirty-six thousand two hundred and thirty-two dol- 
lars. In this balance, however, will be included about one mil- 
lion one hundred and fifty thousand dollars of what was here- 
tofore repurted by the department as not effective. 

Of former appropriations it is estimated that there will remain 
unexpended at the close of the year, eight millions two thou- 
sand nine hundred and twenty-five dollars, and that of this sum 
there will not be required more than five million one hundred 
and forty-one thousand nine hundred and sixty-four dollars, to 
accomplish the objects of all the current appropriations. Thus 
it appears, that after satisfying all those appropriations, and 
after discharging the last item of our publie debt, which will be 
done on the first of January next, there will remain unexpended 
in the treasury an effective balance of about four hundred and 
forty thousand dollars. That such should be the aspect of our 
finances, is highly flattering to the industry and enterprise of 
our population, and auspicious of the wealth and prosperity 
which await the future cultivation of their growing resources. 
It is not deemed prudent, however, to recommend any change 
for the present in our impost rates, the effect of the gradual re- 
duction now in progress in many of them not being sufficiently 
tested to guide us in determining the precise amount of revenue 
which they will produce, 


Free from public debt, at peace with all the world, and with 
no complicated interests to consult in our intercourse with fo- 
reign powers, the present may be hailed as that epoch in our 
history the most favorable for the settlement of those principles 
in our domestic policy, which shall be best calculated to give 
stability to our republic, and secure the blessings of freedom to 
our citizens. Among these principles, from our past experi- 
ence it cannot be doubted, that simplicity in the character of 
the federal government, and a rigid economy in its administra- 
tion, should be regarded as fundamental and sacred. All must 
be sensible that the existence of the public debt, by rendering 
taxation necessary for its extinguishment, has increased the 
difficulties which are inseparable from every exercise of the 
taxing power; and that it was, in this respect, a remote agent 
in producing those disturbing questions which grew out of the 
discussions relating to the tariff. If such has been the tenden- 
ey ofa debt incurred in the acquisition and maintenance of our 
national rights and liberties, the obligations of which all por- 
tions of the union cheerfully acknowledged, it must be obvious, 
that whatever is calculated to increase the burdens of govern- 
ment without necessity, must be fatal to all our hopes of pre- 
serving its true character. While we are felicitating ourselves 
therefore, upon the extinguishment of the national debt, and 
the prosperous state of our finances, let us not be tempted to 
depart from those sound maxims of publie policy which enjoin 
a just adaption of the revenue to the expenditures that are con- 
sistent with a rigid economy, and an entire abstinence from all 
topics of legislation that are not clearly within the constitution- 
al powers of the government, and suggested by the wants of 
the country. Properly regarded, under such a policy, every di- 
minution of the public burdens, arising from taxation, gives to 
individual enterprise increased power, and furnishes to all the 
members of our happy confederacy, new motives for patriotic 
affection and support. But, above all, its most important effect 
will be found in its influence upon the character of the govern- 
ment, by confining its action to those objects which will be 
sure to secure to it the attachment and support of our fellow 
citizens. 

Circumstances make it my duty to eall the attention of con- 
gress to the bank of the United States. Created for the conve- 
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scourge of the people. Its interference to postpone the pay- 
ment of a portion of the national debt, that it might retain the 
public money appropriated for that purpose, to strengthen it in 
a political contest—the extraordinary extension and contrac- 
tion of its accommodations to the community—its corrupt and 

rtisan loans—its exclusion of the public directors from a 

nowledge of its most important proceedings—the unlimited 
Buthority conferred on the president to expend its funds in 
hiring writers, and procuring the execution of printing, and the 
use made of that authority—the retention of the pension money 
and books after the selection of new agents—the groundless 
claim to heavy damages, in consequence of the protest of the 
bill drawn on the French government, have, through various 
channels, been laid before congress. Immediately after the 
close of the fast session, the bank, through its president, an- 
nounced its ability and readiness to abandon the system of un- 
paratieled curtailment, and the interruption of domestic ex- 
changes, which it had practised upon from the Ist of August, 
1833, to the 30th June, 1834, and to extend its accommodations 
to the community. The grounds assumed in this annunciation 
amounted to an acknowledgment that the curtailment, in the 
extent to which ithad been carried, was not necessary to the 
safety of the bank, and had been persisted in merely to induce 
cougress to grantthe prayer of the bank in its memorial rela- 
live to the removal of the deposites, and to give it a new char- 
ter. They were substantially a confession that all the real dis- 
tresses, which individuals and the country had endured for the 
preceding six or eight months, had been needlessly produced 
by it, with the view of affecting, through the sufferings of the 


people, the legislative action of congress. It is a subject of 


congratulation that congress and the country had the virtue and 
firmness to bear the infliction; that the energies of our people 
soon found relief from this wanton tyranny, in vast importa- 
tions of the precious metals from almost every part of the 
world; and that, at the close of this tremendous effort to control 
our government, the bank found itself powerless, and no longer 
able to loan out its surplus means. The community had learn- 
ed to manage its affairs without its assistance, and trade had 
already found new auxiliaries; so that on the first of October 
last, the extraordinary spectacle was presented of a national 
bank, more than one-half of whose capital, was either lying un- 
productive in its vaults, or in the hands of foreign bankers. 

To the needless distresses brought on the country during the 
fast session of congress, has since been added the open seizure 
of the dividends on the public stock, to the amount of one hun- 
dred and seventy thousand and forty-one dollars, under pre- 
tence of paying damages, cost and interest, upon the protested 
French bill. This sum constituted a portion of the estimated 
revenues for the year 1834, upon which the appropriations 
made by congress were based. It would as soon have been ex- 
pected that our collectors would seize on the customs, or the 
receivers of our land offices on the moneys arising from the 
sale of public lands, under pretence of claims against the Unit- 
ed States, as that the bank would have retained the dividends. 
Indeed, if the principle be established that any one, who choos. 
es to set up a claim against the United States, may, without au- 
thority of law, seize on the public property or money wherever 
he can find it, to pay the claim, there will remain no assurance 
that our revenue will reach the treasury, or that it will be ap- 

lied after che appropriation to the purposes designated in the 
aw. The payimasters of our army, aud the pursers of our 
mavy, may, under like pretences, apply to their own use mo- 
meys appropriated to set in motion the public force, and in time 
of wart leave the country without defence. This measure re- 
sorted to by the bank is disorganizing and revolutionary, and, 
if generally resorted to by private citizens in like cases, would 
fill the land with anarchy and violence. 

It is a constitutional provision, that “‘no money shall be 
drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law.’’ The palpable object of this provision is to pre- 
vent the expenditure of the public money, for any purpose 
whatsoever, which shall not have been first approved by the re- 
presentatives of the people and the states in congress assem- 
bled. It vests the power of declaring for what purposes the 
public money shall be expended, in the legislative department 
of the government, to the exclusion of the executive and judi- 
cial, and it is not within the constitutional authority of either 
of those departinents to pay it away without law, or to sanction 
its payment. According to this plain constitutional provision, 
the claim of the bank can never be paid without an appropria 
tion by act of congress. But the bank has never asked for an 
appropriation. [t attempts to defeat the provision of the con- 
stitution, and obtain payment without an act of congress. In- 
stead of awaiting an appropriation passed by both houses, and 
approved by the president, it makes an appropriation for itsell, 
and invites an appeal to the judiciary to sanction it. That the 
money has not technically been paid into the treasury, dves not 
affect the principle intended to be established by the constita- 
tion. The executive and judiciary have as little right to ap- 


ropriate and expend the public money without auihority of 


aw, before itis placed to the credit of the treasurer, as to take 
it from the treasury. 
the treasury, and in his correspondence with the president of 
the bank, and the opinion of the attorney general accompanying 
it, you will find a further examination of the claims of the 
bank, and the course it has pursued, 

It seems due to the safety of the public funds remaining in 
that bank, and to the honor of the American people, that mea 
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sures be taken to separate the government entirely from an in- 
stitution so mischievous to the public prosperity, and so regard- 
less of the constitution aud laws. By transferring the public 
deposites, by appointing other pension agents, as far as it had 
the power, by ordering the discontinuance of the receipt of 
bank checks in payment of the public dues, after the first day 
of January next, the executive has exerted all its lawful autho- 
rity to sever the connexion between the government and this 
faithless corporation. 

The high-handed career of this institution imposes upon the 
constitutional functionaries of this government duties of the 
gravest and most imperative character—duties which they can- 
not avoid, and from which I trust there will be no inclination 
on the part of any of them to shrink. My own sense of them 
is most clear, as is also my readiness to discharge those which 
may rightfully fallon me. To continue any business relations 
with the bank of the United States that may be avoided with- 
out a violation of the national faith, after that institution has 
set at open defiance the conceded right of the government to 
examine its affairs; after it las done allin its power to deride 
the public authority in other respects, and to bring it into dis- 
repute at home and abroad; after it has attempted to defeat the 
clearly expressed will ef the people, by turning against them 
the immense power intrusted to its hands, and by involving a 
country, otherwise peaceful, flourishing and happy, in dissen- 
sion, embarrassment and distress—would make the nation 
itself a party to the degradation so sedulously prepared for its 
public agents—and do much to destroy the confidence of man- 
kind in popular governments, and to bring into contempt their 
authority and efficiency. In guarding against an evil of such 
magnitude, considerations of temporary convenience should be 
thrown out of the question, and we should be influenced by 
such motives only as look to the honor and preservation of the 
republican system. Deeply and solemnly impressed with the 
justice of these views, I feel it to be my duty to recommend to 
you, that a law be passed authorising the sale of the public 


stock; that the provision of the charter requiring the receipt of 


notes of the bank in payment of public dues, shall, in accord- 
ance with the power reserved to congress, in the 14th section 
of the charter, be suspended until the bank pays to the treasury 
the dividends withheld; and that all laws connecting the go- 
vernment Or its officers with the bank, directly or indirectly, be 
repealed; and that the institution be left hereafter to its own 
resources and means. 

Events have satisfied my mind, and I think the minds of the 
American people, that the mischiefs and dangers which flow 
from a national bank far overbalance all its advantages. The 
bold effort the present bank has made to control the govern- 
ment, the distresses it has wantonly produced, the violence of 
which it has been the occasion in one of our cities famed for its 
observance of law and order, are but premonitions of the fate 
which awaits the American people should they be deluded into 
a perpetuation of this institution, or the establishment of ano- 
ther like it. Itis fervently hoped, that, thus admonished, those 
who have heretofore favored the establishment of a substitute 
for the present bank, will be induced to abandon it, as it is evi- 
dently better to incur any inconvenience that may be reasona- 
bly expected, than to concentrate the whole moneyed power of 
the republic in any form whatsoever, or under any restrictions. 

Happily itis already illustrated that the agency of such an in- 
stitution is not necessary to the fiscal operations of the govern- 
ment. The state banks are found fully adequate to the per- 
formance of all services which were required of the bank of the 
United States, quite as promptly, and with the same cheap- 
ness. They have maintained themselves, and discharged all 
these duties, while the bank of the United States was still pow- 
erful, and in the field as an open enemy; and it is not possible 
to conceive that they will find greater difficulties in their ope- 
rations when that enemy shall cease to exist. 


The attention of congress is earnestly invited to the regulation 
of the deposites in the state banks, by law. Although the pow- 
er now exercised by the executive department, in this behalf, 
is only such as was uniformly exerted through every adminis- 
tration from the origin of the government up to the establish- 
ment of the present bank, yet itis one which is susceptible of 
regulation by law, and, therefore, ought so to be regulated. 
The power of congress to direct in what places the treasurer 
shall keep the moneys in the treasury, and to impose restric- 
tions upon the executive authority, in relation to their custo- 
dy and removal, is unlimited, and its exercise will rather be 
courted than discouraged by those public officers and agents on 
whom rests the responsibility for their safety. It is desirable 
that as little power as possible should be left to the president or 
secretary of the treasury over those institutions—which, being 
thus freed from executive influence, and without a common 
head to direct their operations, would have neither the tempta- 
tion nor the ability to interfere in the political conflicts of the 
country. Not deriving their charters froin the national antho- 
rities, they would never bave those inducements to meddle in 
general elections which have led the bank of the United States 
to agitate and convulse the country for upwards of two vears. 

The progress of our gold coinage is creditable to the officers 
of the mint, and promises in a short period te furnish the coun- 
try with a sound and portable currency, which will much dimi- 
nish the inconvenience to travellers of the wantof a general 
paper currency, should the state banks be incapable of furnish- 
ing it. Those institutions have already shown themselves 
competent to purchase and furnish domestic exchange for the 
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convenience of trade, at reasonable rates; and not a coubt js 
entertained that, in a short period, all the wants of the country, 
in bank accommodations and exchange, will be supplied as 
promptly and cheaply ae they have heretofore been by the bank 
of the United States. If the several states shall be induced 
gradually to reform their banking systems, and prohibit the 
issue of all small notes, we shall, in a few years, have a curren- 
cy as sound, and as little liable to fluctuations, as any other 
commercial country. 

The report of the secretary of war, together with the accom- 
panying documents from the several bureaux of that department, 
will exhibit the situation of the various objects committed to its 
administration. 

No event has occurred since your last session rendering ne- 
cessary any movements of the army, with the exception of the 
expedition of the regiment of dragoons into the territory of the 
wandering and predatory tribes inhabiting the western frontier, 
and living adjacent to the Mexican boundary. These tribes 
have been heretofore known to us principally by their attacks 
upon our own citizens and upon other Indians entitled to the 
protection of the United States. It became necessary for the 
peace of the frontiers to check these habitual inroads, and [ am 
happy to inform you that the object has been effected without 
the commission of any act of hostility. Col. Dodge, and the 
troops under his command, have acted with equal firmness and 
humanity; and an arrangement has been made with those In- 
dians, which it is hoped will assure their permanent pacific re- 
lations with the United States and the other tribes of Indians | 
upon that border. Itis to be regretted that the prevalence of | 
sickness, in that quarter, has deprived the country of a number 
of valuable lives, and particularly that of general Leavenworth, 
an officer well known and esteemed for his gallant services in 
the late war, and for his subsequent good conduct, bas fallen a 
victim to his zeal and exertions in the discharge of his duty. 

The army is in a high state of discipline. Its moral condi- 
tion, so far as that is known here, is good, and the various | 
branches of the public service are carefully attended to. It is | 
amply sufficient, under its present organization, for providing | 
the necessary garrisons for the seaboard, and for the defence of | 
the internal frontier, and also for preserving the elements of | 
inilitary knowledge, and for keeping pace with those implove- 
ments which modern experience is continually making. And 
these objects appear to me to embrace all the legitimate pur- 
poses for which a permanent military force should be maintain- 
ed in our country. The lessons of history teach us its danger, 
and the tendency which exists to an inerease. This can be 
best met and averted by a just caution on the part of the public 
itself, and of those who represent them in congress, 

From the duties which devolve on the engineer department, 
and upon the topographical engineers, a different organization 
seems to be demanded by the public interest, and | recommend 
the subject to your consideration. 

No important change has, during this season, taken place in 
the condition of the Indians. Arrangements are in progress for 
the removal of the Creeks, and will soon be for the removal of 
the Seminoles. I regret that the Cherokees east of the Missis- 
sippi have not yet determined, as a community, to remove. 
How long the personal causes which have heretofore retarded 
tliat ultimately inevitable measure, will continue to operate, I 
am unable to conjecture. It is certain, however, that delay 
will bring with it accumulated evils; which will render their 
condition more and more unpleasant. The experience of every 
year adds to the conviction, that emigration, and that alone, 
can preserve from destruction the remnant of tribes yet living 
among us. The facility with which the necessaries of life are 
procured, and the treaty stipulations providing aid for the emi- 
grant Indians in their agricultural pursuits, and in the import- 
ant concern of education, and their removal from those causes 
which have heretofore depressed all and destroyed many of the 
tribes, cannot fail to stimulate their exertions, and to reward 
their industry. 

The two laws passed at the last session of congress, on the 
subject of Indian affairs, have been carried into effect, and de- 
tailed instructions for their administration have been given. It 
will be seen by the estimates for the present session, that a 
great reduction will take place in the expenditures of the de- 
partment in consequence of these laws. And there is reason 
to believe that their operation will be salutary, and that the 
colonization of the Indians on the western frontier, together 
with a judicious system of administration, will still further re- 
duce the expenses of this branch of the public service, and at 
the same time promote its usefulness and efficiency. 

Circumstances have been recently developed, shewing the 

















existence of extensive frauds, under the various laws granting 
pensions and gratuities for revolutionary services. It is impos- 
sible to estimate the amount which may have been thus frandu 

lently obtained from the national treasury. I am satisfied, 
however, it has been such ag to justify a re-examination of the 
system, and the adoption of the necessary checks in its admi- 
nistration. All will agree that the services and sufferings of the 
remnant of our revolutionary band should be fully compensat- 
ed. But while this is done, every proper precaution should be 
taken to prevent the admission of fabricated and fraudulent 
claims. In the present mode of proceeding, the attestations 
and certificates of judicial officers of the various states form a 
considerable portion of the checks which are interposed against 
the commission of frauds. These, however, have been and 
may be fabricated, and iu such a way as to elude detection at 














the examining offices. And, independently of this practical 
difficulty, it is ascertained that these documents are often loose- 
ly granted; sometimes even blank certificates,have been issued, 
sometimes prepared papers have been signed without inquiry; 
and,in one instance at least, the seal of the court has been 
within reach of a person most interested in its improper appli- 
eation. Itis obvious that, under such circumstances, no seve- 
rity of administration can check the abuse of the law; and in- 
formation has, from time to time, been communicated to the 
pension office, questioning or denying the right of persons, 
placed upon the pension list, to the bounty of the eountry, 
Such cautions are always attended to and examined. Bat a 
far more general investigation is called for; and I, therefore, re- 
commend, in conformity with the suggestion of the secretary of 
war, that an actual inspection should be made in each state 
into the circumstances and claims of every person now draw- 
ing apension. The honest veteran has nothing to fear from 
such a scrutiny, while the fraudulent claimant will be detected, 
and the public treasury relieved to an amount, I have reason to 
believe, far greater than has heretofore been suspected. The 
details of such a plan could be so regulated as to interpose the 
necessary checks without any burthensome operation upon the 
pensioners. The object should be two-fold, 

1. To look into the original justice of the claims, so far as 
this can be done under a proper system of regulations, by an 
examination of the claimants themselves, and by inquiring, in 
the vicinity of their residence, into their history, and into the 
opinion entertained of their revolutionary services. 

2. To ascertain, in all cases, whether the original claimant is 
living, and this by actual personal inspection. 

This measure will, if adopted, be productive, I think, of the 
desired results, and | therefore recommend it to your corside- 
ration, with the further suggestion that all payments should be 
suspended till the necessary reports are received. 

It will be seen, by a tabular statement annexed to the docu- 
ments transmitted to congress, that the appropriations for ob- 
jects connected with the war department, made at the last ses- 
sion, for the service of the year 1834, excluding the permanent 
appropriation for the payment of military gratuities under the 
act of June 7, 1832, the appropriation of two hundred thousand 
dollars for arming and equipping the militia, and the appropra- 
tion of ten thousand dollars for the civilization of the Indians, 
which are not annually renewed, amounted to ihe sum of nine 
millions three thousand two hundred and sixty one dollars, and 
that the estimates of appropriations necessary for the same 
branches of service for the year 1835, amount to the sum of 
five millions seven bundred and seventy-eight thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-four dollars, making a difference in the ap- 
propriations of the Current year, over the estimates of appro- 
priations for the next, of three millions two hundred and twen- 
ty-four thousand two hundred and ninety seven dollars. 

The principal causes which have operated at this time to pro- 
duce this great difference, are shown in the reports and docw- 
ments, and in the detailed estimates. Some of these causes 
are accidental and temporary, while others are permanent, and, 
aided by a just course of administration, may continue to ope- 
rate beneficially upon the public expenditures, 


A just economy, expending where the public service requires, 
and withholding where it does not, is among the indispensable 
duties of the government. 

I refer you to the accompanying report of the secretary of the 
navy, and to the documents with it, fora full view of the ope- 
rations of that important branch of our service, during the pre- 
sent year. It will be seen that the wisdom and liberality with 
which congress have provided for the gradual increase of our 
navy material, have been seconded by a corresponding zeal and 
fidelity on the part of those to whom has been confided the exe- 
cution of the laws on the subject, and that but a shert period 
would be now required to put in commission a force large 
enough for any exigency into which the country may be thrown. 

When we reflect upon our position in relation to other na- 
tions, it must be apparent, that, in the event of conflicts with 
them, we must look chiefly to our navy for the protection ofour 
national rights. The wide seas which separate us from other 
governments, must of necessity be the theatre on which an 
enemy will aim to assail us, and unless we are prepared to meet 
him on this element, we cannot be said to possess the power 
requisite to repel or prevent aggressions. We cannot, there- 
fore, watch with too much attention this arm of our defence, 
or cherish with too much eare the means by which it can pos- 
sess the necessary efficiency and extension. To this end our 
policy has been heretofore wisely directed to the constant em- 
ployment of a force sufficient to guard our commerce, and to 
the rapid accumulation of the materials which are necessary to 
repair our vessels, and construct with ease such new ones as 
may be required in a state of war. 

In accordance with this policy, [ recommend to your consi- 
deration the erection of the additional dry dock described by the 
secretary of the navy, and also the construction of the steam 
batteries to which he has referred, for the purpose of testing 
their efficacy as auxiliaries to the system of defenee now in use. 

The report of the postmaster general, herewith submitted, 
exhibits the condition and prospects of that department. From 


that document it appears that there was a deficit in the funds of 
the department, at the commencement of the present year, be- 
yond its available means, of three hundred and fifteen thousand 
five hundred and ninety-nine dollars and ninety-eight cents, 
which on the first of July last had been reduced to two hundred 
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and sixty-eight thousand and ninety-two dollars and seventy- 
four cents. It appears, also, that the revenues for the coming 
year will exceed the expenditures about two hundred and 
seventy thousand dollars, which, with the excess of revenue 
which will result from the operations of the current half year, 
may be expected, independently of any increase in the gross 
amount of postages, to supply the entire deficit before the end 
of 1835. But as this calculation is based on the gross amount 
of postages which had accrued within the period embraced by 
the times of striking the balances, it is obvious that, without a 
progressive increase in the amount of postages, the existing re 
trenchments must be persevered in through the year 1836, that 
the department may accumulate a surplus fund sufficient to 
place it in a condition of perfect ease. 

it will be observed that the revenues of the post office’de 
partment, though they have increased, and their amount is 
above that of any former year, have yet fallen short of the 
estimates more than a hundred thousand dollars. ‘This is at- 
tributed in a great degree to the increase of free ietters growing 
out of the extension and abuse of the franking privilege. There 
has been a gradual increase in the number of executive officers to 
which it has been granted; and by an act passed in March, 1833, 
it was extended to members of congress throughout the whole 
year. It is believed that a revision of the laws relative to the 
franking privilege, with some enactments to enforce more ri- 
gidly the restrictions under which it is granted, would operate 
beneficially to the country, by enabling the department at an 
earlier period to restore the mail facilities that have been with- 
drawn, and to extend them more widely as the growing settle- 
ments of the country may require. 

To a measure so important to the government, and so just to 
our constituents, who ask no exclusive privileges for them- 
selves, and are not willing to concede them to others, I earnest 
ly recommend the serious attention of congress. 

The importance of the post office department, and the magni- 
tude to which it has grown, both in its revenues and in its one- 
rations, seem to demand its reorganization by law. ‘The whole 
of its receipts and disbursemeuts have hitherto been left en- 
tirely to executive control, and individual discretion. The prin- 
ciple is as sound in relation to this as to any other department 
of the government, that as little discretion should be confided to 
the executive ofliver who controls it, as is compatible with its 
efficiency. It is therefore earnestly recommended that it be or- 
ganized, with an auditor and treasury of its own, appointed by 
the president aud senate, who shall be branches of the treasury 
department, 

Your attention is again respectfully invited to the defect 
which exists in the judicial system of the United States. Noth- 
ing can be more desirable than the uniform operation of the fe- 
deral judiciary throughout the several states, all of which, 
standing on the same footing as members of the union, have 
equal rights to the advantages and benefits resulting from its 
laws. ‘This object is not attained by the judicial acts now in 
force, because they leave one-fourth of the states without cir- 
cuit courts. 

itis undoubtedly the duty of congress to place all the states 
on the same footing in this respect, either by the creation of an 


additional number of associate judges, or by an enlargement of 


the circuits assigned to those already appointed, so as to include 
the new states. Whatever may be the difficulty in a proper or- 
ganization of the judicial system,so as to secure its efficiency 
and uniformity in all parts of the union, and, at the same time, 
to avuid such an increase of judges as would encumber the su- 
preime appellate tribunal, it should not be allowed to weigh 
against the great injustice which the present operation of the 
system produces, 

I trust that J may be also pardoned for renewing the recom- 
mendation I have so often submitted to your attention, in re- 
gard to the mode of electing the president and vice president of 
the United States. All the reflection I have been able to be- 
stow upon the subject, increases iy conviction that the best in- 
terests of the country Wil be promoted by the adoption of some 
plan which will secure, in all contingencies, that important 
right of sovereignty to the direct control of the people. Could 
this be attained, and the terms of those officers be limited to a 
single period of cither four or six years, | think our liberties 
would possess an additional safeguard. 

At your last session [ called the attention of congress to the 
destruction of the public building occupied by the treasury de- 
partment. As the public interest requires that another build 
ing should be erected, with as little delay as possible, it is hop- 
ed that the means will be seasonably provided, and that they 
will be ample enough to authorise such an enlargement and 
improvement in the plan of the building as will more effectually 
accommodate the public officers, and secure the public docu- 
ments deposited in it from the casualties of fire. 

I have not been able to satisfy myself that the bill entitled 
‘fan act to improve the navigation of the Wabash river,’ which 
was sent to me at the close of your last session, onght to pass, 
and I have, therefore, withheld from it my approval, and now 
return it to the senate, the body iu which it originated. 

There can be no question connected with the administration 
of public affairs, wore important or more difficult to be satis- 
factorily dealt with, thau that which relates to the rightful au- 
thority and proper action of the federal government upon the 
subject of internal improvements. ‘To inherent embarrass- 
ments have been added others resulting from the course of our 
legislation coucerning it. 








I have heretofore communicated freely with congress upon 
this subject, and, in adverting to it again, I cannot refrain from 
expressing my increased conviction of its extreme importance, 
as well in regard to its bearing upon the maintenance of the 
constitution, and the prudent managment of the public reve- 
oe as on account of its disturbing effect upon the harmony of 
the union. 


We are in no danger from violations of the constitution by 
which encroachments are made upon the personal rights of the 
citizens. The sentence of condemnation, long since pronounc- 
ed by the Aimerican people upon acts of that character, will, [ 
doubt not, continue to prove as salutary in its effects as it is ir- 
reversible in its nature. But against the dangers of unconsti- 
tutional acts which, instead of menacing the vengeance of of- 
fended authority, proffer local advantages, and bring in their 
train the patronage of the government, we are, I fear, not so 
safe. ‘Tosuppose that because our government has been insti- 
tuted forthe benefit of the people, it must therefore have the 
power to do whatever may seem to conduce to the publie good, 
is an error, into which even honest minds are too apt to fall. In 
yielding themselves to this fallacy, they overlook the great con- 
siderations in which the federal constitution was founded. 
They forget that, in consequence of the conceded diversities 
in the interestand condition of the different states, it was fore- 
seeh, at the period of its adoption, that, although a particular 
measure of the government might be beneficial and properin 
one state, it might be the reverse in another—that it was for 
this reason the states would not consent to make & grant to the 
federal government of the general and usual powers of govern- 
nent, but of such only as were specifically enumerated, and the 
probable effects of which they could, as they thought, safely an- 
ticipate; and they forget, also, the paramount obligation upon 
all to abide by the compact, then so solemnly, and, as it was 
hoped, so firmly established. In addition to the dangers to the 
constitution springing from the sources I have stated, there has 
been one which was perhaps greater than all. I allude to the 
materials which this subject has afforded for sinister appeals to 
selfish feelings, and the opinion heretofore so extensively en- 
tertained of its adaptation to the purposes of personal ambi- 
tion. With such stimulants, it is not surprising that the acts 
and pretensions of the federal government in this behalf should 
sometimes have been carried to an alarming extent. The 
questions which have arisen upon this subject have related— 

Ist. ‘T'o the power of making internal improvements within 
the limits of a state, with the right of territorial jurisdiction, 
sufficient, at least, for their preservation and use. 

2d. ‘To the right of appropriating money in aid of such works 
when carried on by a state or by a company in virtue of state 
authority, surrendering the claim of jurisdiction; and 

3d. To the propriety of appropriation for improvements of a 
particular class, viz: for light-houses, beacons, buoys, public 
piers, and for the removal of sand bars, sawyers and other 
temporary and partial impediments in our navigable rivers and 
harbors. 

The claims of power for the general government, upon each 
of these points, certainly present matter of the deepest interest. 
The first is, however, of much the greatest importance, inas- 
much as, in addition to the dangers of unequal and improvident 
expenditures of public moneys, common to all, there is super- 
added to that the conflicting jurisdictions of the respective go- 
vernments. Federal jurisdiction, (at least to the extent I have 
stated), has been justly regarded by its advocates us necessari- 
ly appurtenant to the power in question, if that exists by the 
constitution. That the most injurious conflicts would una- 
voidably arise between the respective jurisdictions of the state 
and federal governments, in the absence ofa constitutional pro- 
vision marking out their respective boundaries, cannot be 
doubted. The local advantages to be obtained would induce 
the states to overlook, in the beginning, the dangers and difficul- 
lies to which they might ultimately be exposed. The powers 
exercised by the federal government would soon be regarded 
with jealousy by the state authorities, and originating, as they 
must, from implication or assumption, it would be impossible 
to affix to them certain and safe limits. Opportunities and 
temptations to the assumption of power incompatible with 
state sovereignty, would be increased; and those barriers which 
resist the tendency of our system towards consolidation greatly 
weakened. ‘The officers and agents of the general government 
might not always have the discretion to abstain from intermed- 
dling with state concerns; and if they did, they would not 
always escape the suspicion of having done so. Collisions, 
and consequent irritations, would spring up—that harmony 
which should ever exist between the general government and 
each member of the confederacy, would be frequently inter- 
rupted—a spirit of contention would be engendered—and the 
dangers of division greatly multiplied. 

Yet we all know, that, notwithstanding these grave objec- 
tions, this dangerous doctrine was at one time apparently pro- 
ceeding to its final establishment with fearful rapidity. The de- 
sire to embark the federal government in works of internal 
improvement prevailed in the highest degree during the first 
session of the first congress that I bad the honor to meet in my 
present situation. When the bill authorising a subscription on 
the part of the United States for stock in the Maysville and 
Lexington turnpike companies passed the two houses, there had 
been reported, by the committees of internal improvements, 
bills containing appropriations for such objects, exclusive of 
those for the Cumberland road, and for harbors and light- 
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houses, to the amount of about one hundred and six millions of 
dollars. In this amount was included authority to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury to subscribe for the stock of different compa- 
nies to a great extent, and the residue was principally for the 
direct coustruction of roads by this government. In addition 
to these projects, which had been presented to the two houses, 
under the sanction and recommendation of their respective 
committees on internal improvements, there were then still 
pending before the committees, and in memorials to congress, 
presented, but not referred, different projects for works of a 
similar character, the expense of which cannot be estimated 
with certainty, but must have exceeded one hundred millions 
of dollars. 

Regarding the bill authorising a subscription to the stock of 
the Maysville and Lexington turnpike company as the enter- 
ing wedge of a system, which, however weak at first, might 
svon become strong enough to rive the bands of the union 
asunder, and believing, that, ifits passage was acquiesced in by 
the executive and the people, there wouid no longer be any 
limitation upon the authority of the general government in re 
spect to the appropriation of money for such objects, | deemed 
it an imperative duty to withhold from it the executive approval. 
Although, from the obviously local character of that work, | 
might well have contented myself with a refusal to approve 
the bill upon that ground, yet, sensible of the vital importance 
of the subject, and anxious that my views and opinions, in re- 
gard to the whole matter, should be fully understood by con- 
gress and by my constituents, | felt it my duty togo further. I, 
therefore, embraced that early occasion to apprize congress 
that, in my Opinion, the constitution did not confer upon it the 
power to authorise the construction of ordinary roads and 
canals within the limits of a state, and to say, respectfully, that 
no bill admitting such a power could receive my official sane- 
tion. I did so in the confident expectation that the speedy set- 
tlement of the public mind, upou the whole subject, would be 
greatly facilitated by the difference between the two houses and 
myself, and that the harmonious action of the several depart- 
ments of the federal government, in regard to it, would be ul- 
timately secured. 

So far at least as it regards this branch of the subject my best 
hopes have been realized. Nearly four years have elapsed, and 
several sessions of congress lave intervened, and no attempt, 
within my recollection, has been made to induce congress to 
exercise this power. ‘The applications for the construction of 
roads and canals, which were formerly multiplied upon your 
files, are no longer presented, and we have good reason to infer 
that the current Of public sentiment has become so decided 
against the pretension as effectually to discourage its reasser- 
tion. So thinking, I derive the greatest satisfaction from the 
conviction that thus much at least has been secured upon this 
important and embarrassing subject. 

From attempts to appropriate the national funds to objects 
which are contessedly of a local character, we cannot, I trust, 
have any thing further to apprehend. My views in regard to 
the expediency of making appropriations for works which are 
claimed to be of a national character, and prosecuted under 
state authority, assuming that congress have the riglit to do so, 
were stated iti my annual message to congress in 1830, and also 
in that containing my objections to the Maysville road bill. 

So thoroughly convinced am I that no such appropriations 
ought to be made by congress, until a suitable constitutional 
provision is made upon the subject, and so essential do I regard 
the point tothe highest interests of our country, that I could 
not cousider myself as discharging my duty to my constituents 
in giving the executive sanction to any bill containing such an 
appropriation. If the people of the United States desire that 
the public treasury shall be resorted to for the means to prose- 
cute such works, they will concur in an amendment of the con- 
stitution, prescribing a rule by which the national character of 
the works is to be tested, and by which the greatest practicable 
equality of benefits may be secured to each member of the con- 
federacy. The effects of such a regulation would be most sa- 
lulary in preventing unprofitable expenditures, in securing our 
legislation from the pernicious consequences of a scramble for 
the favors of government, and in repressing the spirit of discon- 
tent which must inevitably arise from an unequal distribution 
of treasures which belong alike to all. 

There is another class of appropriations for what may be eall- 
ed, without impropriety, internal improvements, which have 
always been regarded as standing upon different grounds from 
those to which I have referred. [ allude to such as have for 
their object the improvement of our harbors, the removal of 
partial and temporary obstructions in our navigable rivers, for 
the facility and security of our foreign commerce. The grounds 
upon which I distinguished appropriations of this character from 
others have already been stated to congress. I will now only 
add that, at the first session of congress under the new consti- 
tution, it was provided by law, that all expenses which should 
accrue from and after the 15th day of August, 1789, in the ne- 
cessary support and maintenance and repairs of all light houses, 
beacons, buoys and public piers, erected, placed orsunk, before 
the passage of the act, within any bay, inlet, harbor, or port of 
the United States, for rendering the navigation thereof easy and 
safe, should be defrayed out of the treasury of the United States; 
and further, that it should be the duty of the secretary of the 
treasury to provide by contracts, with the approbation of the 
President, for rebuilding when necessary and keeping in good 
repair the light houses, beacons, buoys and public piers, in the 








several states, and for furnishing them with supplies. Appro- 
priations for similar objects have been continued from that 
time to the present without interruption or dispute. As a na- 
tural consequence of the increase and extension of our foreign 
commerce, ports of entry and delivery have been multiplied and 
established, not only upon our seabord, but in the interior of the 
country, upon Our lakes and navigable rivers. The convenience 
and safety of this commerce have lcd to the gradual extension 
of these expenditures; to the erection of light houses, the plac- 
ing, planting and sinking of buoys, beacons and piers, and to 
the removal of partial and temporary obstructions in our navi- 
gable rivers, and in the harbors upon our great lakes, as well as 
on the seaboard. Although I have expressed to congress my 
apprehension that these expenditures have sometimes been ex- 
travagant and disproportionate to the advantages to be derived 
from them, | bave not felt it to be my duty to refuse my assent 
to bills containing them, and have contented myself to follow, 
in this respect, in the footsteps of all my predecessors. Sensi- 
ble, however, from experience and obscrvation, of the great 
abuses to which the unrestricted exercise of this authority by 
congress was exposed, I have prescribed a limitation for the go- 
vernment of my own conduct, by which expenditures of this 
character are confined to places below the ports of entry or de- 
livery established by law. Lam very sensible that this restric- 
tion is not as satisfactory as could be desired, and that much 
embarrassment may be caused to the executive department in 
its execution, by appropriations for remote and not well under- 
stood objects. But as neither my own reflections, nor the lights 
which I may properly detive from other sources, have supplied 
me with a better, [ shall continue to apply my best exertions to 
a faithful application of the rule upon which it is founded, I 
sincerely regret that [ could not give my assent to the bill enti- 
tled “an act to improve the navigation of the Wabash river;? 
but I could not have done so without receding from the ground 
which [ have, upon the fullest consideration, taken upon this 
subject, and of which congress has been heretofore apprized, 
and without throwing the subject again open to abuses which 
no good citizen, entertaining my opinions, could desire. 

I rely upon the intelligence and candor of my fellow citizens, 
in whose liberal indulgence [ have already so largely participat- 
ed, for a correct appreciation of my motives in interposing, as I 
have done, on this, and other occasions, checks to a course of 
legislation which, without, in the slightest degree, calling in 
question the motives of others, [ consideras sanctioning impro- 
per and unconstitutional expenditures of public treasure. 

[fam not hostile to internal improvements, and wish to see 
them extended to every part of the country. But I am fully 
persuaded, if they are not commenced in a proper manner, con- 
fined to proper objects, and conducted under an authority gene- 
rally coneeded to be rightful, that a successful prosecution of 
them cannot be reasonably expeeted. The attempt will meet 
with resistance where it might otherwise receive support, and, 
instead of strengthening the bonds of our confederacy, it will 
only multiply and aggravate the causes of disunion. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 





December 1, 1834. 

Mr. White then moved the printing of 5,000 extra copies of 
the message, and 1,500 of the documents accompanying it. 
Agreed to, 

Mr. King, of Geo. objected to the proposition for the usual 
supply of newspapers—he thougbt it had no connexion with the 
business of legislation, and should be dispensed with—he 
thought the expenditure useless, as probably every senator was 
a private subscriber tor more papers than he can read: that 
their reception and distribution, abused the revenue and bur- 
thened the mail, being franked, &e. But Mr. Knight’s motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Poindexter submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the 34th rule of the senate, so far as respects 
the commitice on public lands, be suspended; and that the pre- 
sent committee be continued, with ali the powers vested in 
them, and subject to all the duties enjoined on them by the se- 
veral resolutions of the senate at the last session, relative to 
frauds in the sale of the public lands. 

Adjourned. 


December 3. Mr. Brown, of N. Carolina, and Mr. Sprague, 
of Maine, attended to day and tuok their seats. 

The chair communicated the annual report of the secretary 
of the treasury, on the state of the finances; which, without 
reading, was, with the accompanying documents, ordered to be 
printed. 

The chair also communicated a report from the treasurer of 
the United States, containing an account of the receipts and 
expenditures of the government for the past year. Also, two 
reports from the register and receiver of the land office at St. 
Stephen’s, Alabama, prepared in obedience to a resolution of 
the senate. 

Mr. Poindezter submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the commissioner of the general land office be 
directed to communicate to the senate a list of the purchasers 
of the public Jands, at the Jand office in Columbus and Choc- 
shuma, in the state of Missi-sippi, specifying the name of each 
original purchaser, and of the assignee Or assignees to whom 
the certificate of purchase way have been endorsed; the quan- 
tity of land purchased by each, and the price per acre for each 
tract respectively, between the Ist day of October, 1833, and 
the lst day of January, 1834. 
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Resolved, That the said commissioner be directed to report 
to the senate the aggregate number of acres of the public lands 
offered at public sale, by proclamation of the president of the 
United States, at each of the land offices in the state of Missis- 
sippi, from the Ist day of January, 1833, up to the present time. 

{These resolutions lie on the table.] 

Notices were given that leave would be asked to bring in se- 
veral local or private bills. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, 

Ordered, That so much of the president’s message as relates 


to the post office department, be referred to the committee on 
the post office and post roads. 


The senate adjourned. 


December 4. Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, attended to-day and took 
his seat, 

The following message was received from the president of the 
United States by Mr. Donelson his secretary: 

To the senate of the United States: 

I transmit to congress a communication addressed to me, by 
Mr. GeorGe WasuHineton LAFAYETTE, accompanying a copy 
of the Declaration of Independence, engraved on copper, which 
his illustrious father bequeathed to congress, to be placed in 
their library, as a last tribute of respect, patriotic love, and af- 
fection for his adopted country. 

I have a mournful satisfaction in transmitting this precious 
bequest of that great and good man, who, through a long life, 
under many vicissitudes, and in both hemispheres, sustained 
the principles of civil liberty asserted in that memorable decla- 
ration, and who, from his youth, to the last moment of his life, 
cherished for our beloved country the most generous attach- 


ment. ANDREW JACKSON. 
4th December, 1834. 


[THE LETTER ENCLOSED IN THE ABOVE. ] 
Paris, June 15, 1834. 

Sir: A great misfortune has given me more than one solemn 
and important duty to fulfil, and the ardent desire of accom. 
plishing with fidelity my father’s last will, emboldens me to 
claim the patronage of the president of the United States, and 
his benevolent intervention, when [ am obliged respectfully 
and mournfully to address the senate and representatives of a 
whole nation. 

Our forever beloved parent possessed a copperplate, on which 
was inscribed the first engraved copy of the American Declara 
tion of Independence, and his last intention, in departing this 
world, was, that the precious plate should be presented to the 
congress of the United States, to be deposited in their library, 
as a last tribute of respect, patriotic love and affection, for his 
adopted country. 

Will it be permitted to me, a faithful disciple of that American 
school, whose principles are so admirably exposed in that im- 
mortal declaration, to hope that you, sir, would do me the ho- 


nor to communicate this letter to both houses of congress at the 
same time that, in the name of his afflicted family, you would 


present to them my venerated father’s gift. 


In craving such an important favor. sir, the son of general 
Lafayette, the adopted grand-son of Washington, knows, and 


shall never forget, that he would become unworthy of it, if he 
was ever to cease to be a French and American patriot. 


GEORGE W. LAFAYETTE. 
To the president of the United States. 


Mr. Ewing, leave having been obtained, introduced a bill to | 


establish the northern boundary of Ohio, which was read, &ce. 


* The resolutions submitted yesterday by Mr. Poindexter were 
agreed to—and after some other minor proceedings, the senate 


adjourned to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, Dec. 1. 


names: 


From Maine—Joseph Hall, Leonard Jarvis, Edward Kava- 
nagh, Rufus Melntire, Gorham Parks, Francis O. J. Smith, 


Moses Mason. 


From New Hampshire—Benning M. Bean, Robert Burns, 


Joseph M. Harper, Henry Hubbard, Franklin Pierce. 


From Massachusetts—Join Quincy Adams, Isaac C. Bates, 
Sdward Everett, George 


William Baylies, George N. Briggs, 
Grennell, jr. Levi Lincoln, Gayton P. Osgood, John Reed. 
From Rhode Island—Dutee J. Pearce. 
From Connecticut—Noyes Barber, Samuel Tweedy. 
From Vermont—Horace Everett, Hiland Hall, Wm. Slade. 


From New York—Jolin Adams, Samuel Beardsley, Abraham 
Bockee, John W. Brown, Churchill C. Cambreleng, Samuel 
Clark, John Cramer, Rowland Day, John Dickson, Mellard 
Fillmore, William K. Fuller, Ransom H. Gillet, Nicoll Halsey, 
Gideon Hard, Samuel C. Hathaway, Abel Huntington, Noadiah 
Johnson, Gerrit Y. Lansing, George W. Lay, Abijah Mann, jr. 
Henry C. Martindale, Charles McVean, Henry Mitchell, Sher- 


man Page, Job Pierson, William Taylor, Joel Turritl, Aaron 
Vanderpoe!, Isaac B. Van Houten, Aaron Ward, Daniel Ward- 
well, Campbell P. White. 


From New Jersey—Philemon Dickerson, Thomas Lee, James 


Parker, Ferdinand 8S. Schenck. 


From Pennsylvania—Joseph B. Anthony, Charles A. Barnitz, 
Andrew Beaumont, Horace Binney, George Chambers, William 
Clark, Edward Darlington, Harmar Denny, Jas. Harper, Samuel 


With 
the utmost respect, | am, sir, your devoted and obedient serv’t. 


At 12 o’clock, the roll being called, it 
appeared that the following members had answered to their 
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| 8. Harrison, William Hiester, Joseph Henderson, Heury King, 
John Laporte, Thomas M. 'T’. McKennan, Joel K. Mann, Jesse 
Miller, Henry A. Muhlenberg, David Potts, jr. Robert Ramsay, 

Joel B. Sutherland, David D. Wagner, John G. Watmough. 

From Delaware—Jotin J. Miiligan. 

From Maryland—James P. Heath, William Cost Johnson, 
Isaac McKim, John L. Stoddert, Francis Thomas, James Tur- 
ner. 

From Virginia—John J. Allen, Jas. M. H. Beale, Nathanie) 
H. Claiborne, Thomas Davernport, William F. Gordon, George 
Loyall, Edward Lucas, William McComas, Charles F. Mercer, 
Samuel McDowell Moore, John M. Patton, William P. Taylor, 
Edgar C. Wilson. 

From North Carolina—Daniel L. Barringer, Henry W. Con- 
nor, Edmund Deberry, Thomas H. Hall, Micajah T. Hawkins, 
James McKay, Abraham Rencher, Wm. B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepherd, Jesse Speight, Lewis Williams. 

From South Carolina—William K. Clowney, Wm. J. Gray- 
son, John K. Griffin, Henry L. Pinekney. 

From Georgia—Augustus 8. Clayton, John Coffee, Thomas 
F. Foster, Roger L. Gamble, George R. Gilmer, William Schley, 
James M. Wayne, Richard H. Wilde. , 

From Kentucky—Chilton Allan, Martin Beatty, Thomas Chil- 
ton, Amos Davis, Benjamin Hardin, Albert G. Hawes, Richard 
M. Johnson, James Love, Chittenden Lyon, Thomas A. Mar- 
shall, Patrick H. Pope, Christopher Tompkins. 

From Tennessee—Samuel Bunch, David W. Dickinson, Wil- 
liam C. Dunlap, John B. Forrester, Wm. M. Inge, Cave John- 
son, Luke Lea, James K, Polk, James Standefer. 

From Ohio—James M. Bell, John Chaney, Benjamin Jones, 
Jeremiah McLene, Robert Mitchell, William Patterson, Jona- 
than Sloane, David Spangler, John Thoinpson, Joseph Vance, 
Samuel F. Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey. 

From Louisiana— Philemon Thomas. 

From Indiana—Rauiff Boon, John Carr, John Ewing, George 
L. Kinnard, Amos Lane, Jonathan McCarty. 

From Mississippi—Harry Cage. 

From Illinow—Zadok Casey. 

From Alabama—Clement C, Clay, Samuel W. Mardis, John 
McKinley. 

From Missouri—William H. Ashley, John Batt. 

Delegates—From Michigan—Lucius Lyon; Florida, Joseph 
| M. White. 

The following members, elected to supply vacaneies, ocea- 
sioned by death or resignation, severally appeared, were quali- 
fied, and took their seats: 

From Massachuselts--Stephen C. Philips; Connecticut—Ehe- 
nezer Jackson, Phineas Miner, Joseph Trumbull; New York— 
Charles G. Ferris, John J. Morgan; Virginia—John Robertson; 
Kentucky—Robert P. Letcher; Ohio—Daniel Kilgore; Louisiana 
—Henury Johnson; [Minois—William L. May, John Reynolds. 

On motion, the usual resolution for appointing a committee 
to wait on the president of the United States, &c. &c. was 
adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Ward, the hour of meeting was fixed at 12 
o’clock. Adjourned. 


Tuesday, Dec. 2. The following members appeared and took 
their seats this day— 

Mr. Jackson, of Mass.—Mr. Young, of Conn.—Messrs. Fuller 
and Hazletine, of N. York—Messrs. Fowler and Shinn, of N. 
J.—Messrs. Banks, Coulter and Henderson, of Pa.—Messrs. 
Bouldin, Chinn, Loyal and Wise, of Va.—Mr. Allen, of Ohio. 
And also Mr. Henry F.. James, elected to supply the vacancy in 
the Vermont delegation occasioned by the decease of Mr. De- 
ming. 

The message of the president (as it appears in the proceed- 
ings of the senate), was received and read, and 10,000 copies 


thereof, and of the documents ordered to be printed, and then 
the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Dec. 3. The following members appeared: 

Messrs. Allen, of Vt. Fulton, Blair, of Tenn. Hannegan, 
Gholson, Graham, Stewart, Crane, Corwin and Crockett. 

Mr. Casey, of INinois, after a brief but handsome notice of the 
late Mr. Slade, who died as he was returning home from his 
duties as a member of the house, of cholera, at Vincennes, of- 
fered the following resolution, which was agreed to nem. con. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of this house will 
testify their respect for the memory of Charles Slade, deceased, 
late a member of this house, from the state of Illinois, by wear- 
ing crape on the left arm for one month. 

On the motion of Mr. Janes, the successor of the late Mr. 
Benjamin F’. Deming, of Vermont, after a very neat and feeling 
notice of the character and conduct of his predecessor, a simi- 
lar resolution was paseed in respect forthe memory of Mr. De- 
ming—and then the house adjourned, 

Thursday, Dec. 4. Mr. Wardwell offered a resolution, which 
lies on the table one day, calling upon the secretary of the navy 
for information On various subjects belonging to the expendi- 
tures of the department on ship houses, officers, &c. at Navy 
Point and Storr’s Harbor, lake Ontario. 

It was agreed to appoint chaplains as usual—and the appoint- 
ment of the standing committees was ordered. 

The annual report from the secretary of the treasury, with its 
documents, and several other papers, were received from the 
treasury department. 

The message and letter concerning Lafayette, recorded in the 
proceedings of the senate, were received, 

The house adjourned to Monday. 
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